
Circuit Rider  

Mill Plain United Methodist Church 

Volume 43,  Issue 1, FEBRUARY 2012 

Inside This  Issue  
 

LENTEN SEASON .............................. 1 

MARCH EVENTS ................................ 1 

TIME FOR A CHECK-UP .................... 2 

MARDI GRAS AND FAT TUESDAY ... 2 

SUNDAY SCHOOL ............................. 3 

SS MISSION INFO .............................. 3 

ADULT BIBLE STUDY ........................ 3 

LENTEN STUDY CLASS .................... 3 

FINANCIAL REPORT .......................... 4 

PRESCHOOL ...................................... 4 

NATURAL CHURCH DEVELOPMENT 4 

HEARTHWOOD SCHOOL .................. 5 

HUGS .................................................. 5 

WHO SHELTER  ................................. 5 

FELLOWSHIP GROUPS ..................... 6 

BOOKS, FAITH, FELLOWSHIP .......... 6 

LIVING THE JESUS CREED ............... 6 

2012 CHURCH COUNCIL ................... 7 

EMAIL CONTACT INFORMATION ..... 7 

DISTRICT LEADERSHIP TRAINING... 7 

MONDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY .. 7 

UPPER ROOM SHARING GROUP ..... 7 

YOUTH 2012 MISSION TRIP .............. 8 

YOUTH SCHEDULE ............................ 8 

HIGHLIGHTING BOB CONNERY ....... 9 

CHOIR NOTES .................................... 9 

ADVENT PHOTOS ............................ 10 

FEBRUARY CALENDAR .................. 11 

AUCTION .......................................... 11 

RUMMAGE SALE ............................. 11 

STAFF ............................................... 12 

Lenten Season  
 

Shrove Tuesday Pancake  

Supper/Church Family 

Night ðMardi Gras celebration,  

February 21, 6 p.m. (p. 2)   

 

Ash Wednesday Service  
February 22, 6 p.m.  
 

District Leadership          
Training ðRidgefield UMC,       
Saturday, February 25, 2:30 p.m-

5:45 p.m. (p.7) 
 

Save These Dates Too!  

Mission Trip Auction sponsored by Youth Group as a fundraiser for 

Mission Trip to Glide UMC, San Francisco, Saturday, March 17, 6-8 p.m.  

(p. 8 & 11) 

Camp Sunday Promotion ðMarch 11 

 

When the Roll Is Called Up Yonder ðMy Affairs Will Be in 

Order ðTom Wilson, Executive Director of the Northwest United Methodist 

Foundation, will present a program on the importance of having information 

about all your affairs prepared and accessible for your loved ones before 

your death.  March 15, 7 p.m. 

 

One Great Hour of Sharing ðMarch 18 
 

Rummage Sale ðMarch 22-24. (p. 12)  
 

Church Family Night ðRev. Duane L. Sich, Friends of the Carpenter    
Wednesday, March 28, 6 p.m. 
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In order for the church to receive a 

$1,000 credit on my health insur-

ance policy, I need to take an an-

nual physical. Through my thirties 

I found this amusing, knowing that 

I was a pretty healthy person. 

Then I turned forty. I was twelve 

pounds overweight, my blood 

pressure was higher than normal 

and my cholesterol levels were 

becoming a concern. It wasnôt a 

problem yet, but if I didnôt do 

something it would become one. 

Eventually I began running and  

paying a bit more attention to my 

diet and now I am in good physical 

condition. I lost twenty pounds, my 

blood pressure and cholesterol 

returned to normal levels and my 

annual physical is a celebration of 

what has been achieved. 

This year Mill Plain United Meth-

odist Church will be participating 

in a program called Natural 

Church Development. This pro-

gram has helped thousands of 

churches to consider their health 

as a congregation, and after a 

check-up, it helps the congrega-

tion to take action steps toward 

better health. The check-up will 

include a few members of the con-

gregation taking a survey.  The 

survey will measure eight areas of 

our life as a congregation, letting 

us know some areas where we 

are doing well and others where 

we can make improvements. In 

fact, we may, over the next two 

years, take three of these surveys 

to continue to monitor our health 

as a congregation. 

To lead this work the Lay Leader-

ship Team has asked Jeff Mansur, 

Alexis Mason, Melody Mello and 

Dean Reynolds to work with Ev 

Fisher, our Lay Minister and me to 

be part of what we are calling The 

Health Team. This Teamôs work 

will be to help us create a strategic 

plan for our continued health, us-

ing the results of the survey to 

help us determine how we will pro-

ceed. I am excited for this pro-

gram to give us an opportunity to 

take an objective look at our con-

gregational health. I ask that you 

pray for this process. Prayer is our 

primary communication with God. 

We pray not only when we have 

concerns, but also when we have 

joy and thankfulness. What pray-

ers of Thanks will you say for the 

ministry of Mill Plain UMC? What 

about the ministry of Mill Plain 

UMC brings you joy? Please do 

not forget to pray for The Health 

Team and the ministry of the 

whole church as we enter into this 

process of natural church develop-

ment. 

Grace and Peace, 

Time for a Check -up  

Mardi Gras and Fat Tuesday!  

Mark your calendars! In February 2012, the fourth Wednesday comes on 

TuesdayðFat Tuesday (Mardi Gras) in fact! 

As Ash Wednesday falls on the fourth Wednesday of the month of February, 

our Church Family Night will be on Tuesday, February 21, and will celebrate 

Mardi Gras! We will enjoy a Pancake Supper provided by members of the 

choir who will be in the kitchen flipping pancakes and warming syrup! 

Get your necklaces, masks, hats and streamers ready for a party!   

DONôT FORGET ï 

 Tuesday, February 21, 2012, 6 p.m.  

Laissez les bons temps rouler.  
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Sunday School  Adult Sunday School     
On Sunday, February 12, at 9:30 a.m., the Adult 

Sunday School Class will begin a twenty-four week 

DVD course on the Dead Sea Scrolls. The DVD 

class is presented by 

Professor Gary A. 

Rendsburg, Ph.D. from 

the Department of Jew-

ish Studies at Rutgers 

University. His area of 

interest is history of ancient Israel, the Bible, Hebrew 

language and Judaism in the post biblical period, 

which fits the subject of the Dead Sea Scrolls. 

Each session is about thirty minutes, allowing time 

for discussion. There is a guidebook with three or 

four pages to read with each lecture. Although the 

sessions are interrelated, the study would still be val-

uable if sessions have to be missed. We meet in the 

room by the church office and all are welcome.  Con-

tact the church office if you need more information. 

Lenten Study Class  
You are invited to join a seven-week study class us-

ing the book Call Him Savior by John Gooch. This 

study is scripturally based on the Revised Common 

Lectionary (readings from the Bible for 

use in Christian worship, which follow 

the liturgical year) and will offer you the 

opportunity to reflect on what it means to 

call Jesus your Savior. We will remem-

ber the power and the sacrifice of God's 

love through the Incarnation of Jesus 

and his suffering and death on the cross. Celebrate 

the gift of salvation and new life in the Resurrection. 

Books will be available in the church office for ap-

proximately $10. Please let the office know if you 

would like a copy ordered for you. Please read the 

first chapter, By Water and the Spirit, before the first 

class.  

Classes, led by Melody Mello, begin on Tuesday, 

February 21, at 9:30 a.m. If you are interested in an 

evening class, please contact the church office.  

Sunday School is a fun way to connect with God! 
 

PreK -5th  Grade February Lessons  
In February our lessons revolve around the theme 

Jesusô Ministry. 

February 5: Mary and Martha 

February 12: Jesus and the Children 

February 19: Two by Two 

February 26: Zacchaeus 

 

Middle School February Lessons (6 th , 7th , 
& 8 th  Grades only)  
Middle Schoolôs lesson theme for February is Jesus 

and His Ministry.  

February 5:  The Transfiguration 

February 12:  Mary and Martha 

February 19:  Rich Young Ruler 

February 26:  Zacchaeus 

 

High School (9 th , 10 th . 11th  & 12 th  
Grades only)  

Join High School as they continue to use the LinC 

(Living in Christ) curriculum. We are currently looking 

into new curriculum to be used for Lent and through 

the end of the school year. Look for more updates 

next month. 

Sunday School Mission Information  
Keep bringing offering and pop tabs every Sunday to 

your class. All Sunday School offerings will be used 

for Camp Scholarships for children and youth here at 

Mill Plain. We just donated 55 pounds of pop tabs 

and $150 to the Ronald McDonald House! Keep up 

the good work. 

 

 

 

Church Family News  
We offer our prayers and sympathy to Teresa 

Mendenhall on the death of her husband, Harvey, on 

January 15. 

More study groups are described on Pages 

6 and 7. 
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I am happy to report that the 

church ended 2011 with all of our 

bills paid and a balanced budget. 

November was not a good month, 

but we received some generous 

giving in December that allowed 

us to end the year in the black. In 

fact, we have a surplus sufficient 

to cover the 2012 budget shortfall 

we have been concerned about.  

The 2012 budget has now been 

finalized and approved by the 

Church Council. It calls for ex-

penditures totaling $304,060 but 

presumes a reduction in our ap-

portionment, which is the amount 

paid to the Pacific North-

west Conference for ad-

ministrative costs and 

mission work. An 

application for 

this reduction 

is being pre-

pared. Copies of both the year-

end financial statement for 2011 

and the detailed 2012 budget can 

be found in the information racks.  

I want to thank the committee for 

all of their hard work but I want 

to express even more grati-

tude to the congregation for 

their generous support of the 

church during 2011 and for 

the pledges we received to-

ward the 2012 budget. Budg-

eting is much easier, and you 

can have greater confidence in the 

final product, if you have a good 

estimate of your income, which is 

what pledges give us.   

Larry Bone, Finance Chair 

Financial Update  

The Preschool students have been 

busy making projects for the new 

bulletin board hanging in the nar-

thex. We hope you have noticed; if 

not, take a minute to enjoy how cre-

ative our Preschool students can be. 

If you are interested in a first-hand experience, you 

can always contact our Preschool Director, Linda 

DeMorgan, affectionately known as ñMrs. D.ò She will 

set up a visiting tour to accommodate your schedule 

so you can see the who, what and how our Pre-

school operates. There is always something new and 

interesting happening, and you might even end up 

volunteering for a special event. 

Linda reminds us that In-House Registration for 

school and congregation families begins on March 

21. This is for the fall session beginning in Septem-

ber 2012. Some classes fill up quickly, so if you are 

interested, inquire early about your particular needs.  

We want to thank all of those who are aware of our 

new stop sign and thank you for using caution while 

driving on the church grounds. Santa may not be 

watching, but others are! 

There  will be no school February 17-20 in honor of 

Presidentsô Day. 

Preschool  Natural Church Development  
Natural Church Development is a process of discov-

ering and improving the health of our church. A sur-

vey of thirty (30) participants from Mill Plain UMC will 

measure our church health in the following eight (8) 

quality characteristics of healthy churches. 

¶ Empowering Leadership 

¶ Gift-oriented Ministry 

¶ Passionate Spirituality 

¶ Functional Structures 

¶ Inspiring Worship 

¶ Holistic Small Groups 

¶ Need-oriented Evangelism 

¶ Loving Relationships 

Growing Healthy Churches results from the spark of 

Godôs life that lives within the church itself.  Mark 

4:26-29 teaches us that God has put the growth po-

tential into every congregation. We need to remove 

the barriers to growth to allow our church to grow 

naturally by itself. 

After the survey is completed February 5 by people 

selected randomly from a pool of names that repre-

sent the diversity of our congregation, the Health 

Team (see p.2.) will focus on strategic plans to im-

prove the overall health of the church. 

We believe this is a God process not a human pro-

cess and a healthy church is like a spiritually healthy 

person, we pray. Pray that we will continue to grow, 

be healthy and thrive into the future. 
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HUGS  
February is here and it is time once again to help our 

community by donating a HUG or two. New Hats, 

Underwear, Gloves and Socks (HUGS), along with 

new or gently used blankets will be collected this 

month and will be donated to Share House. Supplies 

are always needed and, with the economy as it is, 

the number of children and adults who need our help 

has increased.  

New socks and underwear in all sizes are welcome 

as are hats and gloves. Blankets are also needed, 

especially since the beds at the WHO shelter are 

always full. There will be a table in the Narthex every 

Sunday in February for you to drop off your dona-

tions. Please prayerfully consider what you can give 

to this mission. If you have any questions, you may 

contact us at missions@millplainumc.org or through 

the church office.  

WHO (Winter Hospitality Overflow)  
Thank you to everyone who answered the call to 

serve our mission at the St. Andrews WHO shelter 

during the week of January 1-7. We partnered with 

Pastor Andy Oliver's church, The Crossing, which 

helped to provide complete staffing. A special thanks 

to all those who staffed more than one shift; to those 

who transported the laundry; to Bonnie Bassett for 

making reminder calls; and to Deborah Miles, Cathy 

Edwards and Joy Gault for coordinating each nightôs 

shift. Last year we neglected to put out the word that 

we needed help with food for our week at the shelter. 

This year your generosity enabled us to provide 

snacks, breakfasts and sack lunches without having 

to purchase at the last minute when we found we 

had no supplies. Thank you, thank you, thank you!   

If you were unable to help at St. Andrews or if you 

would like to provide an additional service for 

the WHO, there is an opportunity to volunteer your 

time at the St. Paul's WHO on March 15, 16, 17. Mill 

Plain UMC will be staffing the men's shelter for three 

days in March and we will need coverage for four 

shifts per night during those nights. Sign-up sheets 

will appear in the narthex toward the end of Febru-

ary. The men's shelter is a bit more relaxed than the 

family shelter as the men do much of the work for the 

volunteers. Please consider donating your time as it 

will help folks have a warm, safe place to spend the 

night during our wet, cold winter weather.  

Most Gratefully, Your Missions Team  

Open Your Heart to Hearthwood  
The students at Hearthwood Elementary School are 

finding rewarding successes with the volunteer help 

provided through the tutoring and lunch buddy pro-

grams in our church. However, the need for more 

volunteers continues to grow. If you can give an hour 

a week, we can assure you that it will warm your 

heart. If you are concerned about the weekly com-

mitment, we can be flexible with scheduling. In addi-

tion, there are other opportunities for volunteering at 

Hearthwood, such as assisting in the library or with 

the backpack food program.  

Please let us know if you have questions or are inter-

ested in helping at Hearthwood by calling the church 

office or sending an e-mail to hearth-

wood@millplainumc.org. We would love to have you 

be part of this valuable mission!  

Whoever wishes to be my follower must deny his very self, take up his 
cross each day, and follow in my steps.    ï Luke 9:23 
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GROUP DATE/TIME/

ROOM 
PROGRAM CONTACT 

Prayer Shawl      
Ministry 

Thursday, Feb.9 
10:30 a.m., G/H 

Knitting, Crocheting and Fellowship prayershawl@millplainumc.org 

Good Timers (50+)  Wednesday, Feb. 
8, Noon.  

Pot Luck lunch. Program: 2012 Birthday Recog-

nitions, 

goodtimers@millplainumc.org 

Pinochle (Potluck),  Friday, Feb. 10, 
6:15 p.m., G/H      

Everyone welcome. We teach beginners! Bring 
donation for Friends of Carpenter.  

pinochle@millplainumc.org 

Books, Faith and 
Fellowship ** 

Thursday, Feb. 
16, 9:30 

Rainwater, by Sandra Brown.  bookclub@millplainumc.org                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

Bunco Thursday, Feb. 
16, 1 p.m.  

Host: Connie Maddox and Lindsay Forgey bunco@millplainumc.org 

** See details below    

Fellowship Groups  

Books, Faith and    
Fellowship  

This group meets once a month 

on the third Thursday to discuss 

a selected book. Our group is 

open to all! We read from a wide 

variety of genres and love to 

have recommendations!  

This month we 

are reading a 

mystery by San-

dra Brown titled 

Rainwater. The 

book is set in 

Texas in the ear-

ly 1930's with a 

single mom rais-

ing a special needs child. She 

runs a boarding house and the 

local doctor recommends a gen-

tleman to her as a new board-

er. What happens between the 

child and Mr. Rainwater brings 

out the fact that in those days 

nothing was known about autistic 

children. Also Mr. Rainwater has 

a secret of his own known only to 

the doctor. 

We meet Thursday, February 

16, at 9:30 a.m. at the church. 

Hope to see you there! Contact 

bookclub@millplainumc.org with 

any questions.  

40 Days Living the  
Jesus Creed  

When an expert in the law asked 

Jesus for the greatest command-

ment, Jesus responded with the 

Shema, the ancient Jewish creed 

that commands the people of Is-

rael to love God with their heart, 

soul, mind and strength. But the 

next part of Jesusô answer would 

change the course of history. Je-

sus amended the Shema 

giving his followers a creed for 

life. 

In this forty (40) day journey we 

are called to consider this new 

creed as our own, and to slowly 

begin living into its praxis for our 

lives. We will consider what it 

means to love God totally, fully, 

completely. We will engage what 

it means to begin shrinking the 

gap between the persons we are 

right now, and the persons God 

has created us to be. And finally, 

we will consider what effect living 

so closely with God will have on 

our relationships with our neigh-

bors, with God's 

creation. 

The Jesus 

Creed, by Scot 

McKnight, a pro-

fessor of reli-

gious studies at 

North Park Uni-

versity in Chicago, is both an in-

vitation and a resource to put 

your spirit into his hands, to dine 

at the Master's table. Come, 

dwell, live abundantly. 

Books for this seven-week study 

class, led by Dean Anderson,  

will be available in the church 

office for about $12. Let the of-

fice know if you would like a copy 

ordered for you. Class begins on 

Sunday, February 19, at 6 p.m. 

mailto:pinochle@millplainumc.org
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Meet Your 2012 Church Council  
Full Members  
Board of Trustees (Chair-Elect ):......  Ralph Harding 
Finance Committee: ............................... Larry Bone 
Lay Leader/Church Council Chp: ....  Douglas Evans 
Lay Leadership (nominating) Com. .....  Bruce Smith 
Lay Members, Annual Conference: 
 ............................... Douglas Evans, Bonnie Rappeô 
Lay Minister: ............................................  Ev Fisher 
Preschool Board: ............................ Tracy Reynolds 
Secretary to Church Council: ................... Trina Volk 
Staff/Parish Relations Committee: ....... Ron Kroeker 
 

Church Council -Ad Hoc Members  
Education Ministries Team: .............................. TBD 
Fellowship/Events Team: ................. Bonnie Rappeô 
Lay Member, District Conference: .... Douglas Evans 
Memorial Committee: ........................ Marjorie Akers 
Missions Team: ....... Kitty Stockman, Deborah Miles 
Scholarship Committee: ........................ Dave Sotka 
Worship Team: ......................................... Jim Scott 
Youth Director/Youth Representative: .. Jeff Prescott 

E-Mail Contact Information  
Please use the e-mail addresses listed below to 
reach Church Staff, Committees, Teams, and Fellow-
ship Groups. 
 
Pastor: ............................... bruce@millplainumc.org 
Lay Minister: ........................... ev@millplainumc.org 
 
Book Club: ................... bookclub@millplainumc.org 
Bunco: .............................. bunco@millplainumc.org 
Choir: .................................. choir@millplainumc.org 
Chancel Choir: ..... choirmembers@millplainumc.org 
Church Secretary: ........ secretary@millplainumc.org 
Fellowship/Events Team: ........................................ 
 ................................... fellowship@millplainumc.org 
Finance Committee: ........ finance@millplainumc.org 
Good Timers: ............ goodtimers@millplainumc.org 
Hearthwood: ............ hearthwood@millplainumc.org 
Information: ........................... info@millplainumc.org 
Missions: ....................... missions@millplainumc.org 
Newsletter: ................. newsletter@millplainumc.org 
Pinochle: ...................     pinochle@millplainumc.org 
Plain Truth Band: ................ band@millplainumc.org 
Prayer Shawl Ministry: ............................................ 
 ............................... prayershawl@millplainumc.org 
Preschool Director: ..... preschool@millplainumc.org 
Scholarship Com:...... scholarship@millplainumc.org 
Staff Parish Relations ............................................. 
 ............................... sprmembers@millplainumc.org 
Sunday Morning Adult Bible Study: ......................... 
 ................................... biblestudy@millplainumc.org 
Sunday School: ..... sundayschool@millplainumc.org 
Treasurer: .................... treasurer@millplainumc.org 
Trustees: ........................ trustees@millplainumc.org 
Worship Team: .............. worship@millplainumc.org 
Youth Director: ................... youth@millplainumc.org 

District Leadership Training  
The Leadership Training for 2012 will be held on Saturday, February 25, 2:30 p.m.-5:45 p.m., at Ridgefield 

UMC. Please contact our church office if you are interested in attending.  

Monday Morning Bible Study  
Everyone is invited to join a comprehensive 13-

session class as we study the Apostle Paulôs letters 

to the churches in Corinth, Ephesus and Galatia. We 

will delve verse-by-verse into these New Testament 

books using a three-dimensional approach. 

1. Everyone will have a study book that helps an-

swer the question, ñWhat does the Bible say?ò 

2. The meaning of the passage is made clear by con-

sidering such aspects as ancient customs, loca-

tions of places and the meanings of words. 

3. Students connect the meaning of the Scripture 

with their own lives. 

The first session will be Monday, January 30, at 10 

a.m., in Room G/H. Classes will be approximately 1-

1/2 hours each week. Study books are $10 each and 

are available in the church office before the first 

class session.  

And when you fast, do not look gloomy like 
the hypocrites, for they disfigure their fac-
es that their fasting may be seen by others. 
Truly, I say to you, they have received their 

reward. But when you fast, anoint your 
head and wash your face, that your fasting 
may not be seen by others but by your Fa-
ther who is in secret. And your Father who 
sees in secret will reward you. Matthew 6:16 -

18  
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February Youth Group 
Schedule  

Youth Group, unless noted otherwise, 

will be Sundays, 4-6 p.m. 

Sunday, January 29  
This is the due date for Scentsy Fund-

raiser packets! Please bring them to turn 

in to Becky Dillmon completely filled with 

orders! 

Sunday, February 5,  

3-4 p.m., Auction Planning  

 4-6 p.m. Youth Group  
Youth Mission Trip Auction Fundraiser 

Planning! Come work on planning, exe-

cution and all the fun that goes into 

putting together our first big fundraiser. 

We are planning a dinner, a silent auc-

tion and more. Be prepared to work. 

Sunday, February 12  
Youth Valentines Day Party! Bring a 

snack and be ready for Valentines Day 

themed games!  A cookie relay may 

even happen!  

Sunday, February 19  
Youth Group 

Friday, February 24 -
Saturday, February 25  

B1 Fasting Event! We will be participat-

ing in the B1 United Methodist Famine 

event to support and to learn about 

world hunger. This will be a district 

event and we will be combining with 

other area churches. Times and details 

will be e-mailed soon. 

Sunday, February 
26,  3 -4 p.m.  

Mission Trip Fundraiser 

Planning and Meeting. 

(No Youth Group)   

Youth 2012 Mission Trip  
The youth of MPUMC are well under way for our 

2012 mission trip to Glide Memorial Church in San 

Francisco, California! In 2008, five youth and three 

adults went to work at Glide and the power of that 

trip still resonates. This year we are going again!   

Glide Memorial Church lies in the Tenderloin District 

of San Francisco and is known throughout the world 

as a leader in progressive social action and unity. 

Glideôs message of Unconditional Love, Uncondition-

al Acceptance is widely known and Glideôs services 

and ministry change many people. Glide Memorial 

Church was truly realized by Rev. Cecil Williams in 

the 1960ôs and has now become a substantial re-

source for people who need food, shelter, health 

care, AIDS testing and support, domestic violence 

shelter, child services, employment services and 

more. Glideôs food service program feeds over 

750,000 people every year and that is where 

MPUMC will be helping. 

Our youth will work for one week this summer in the 

food service kitchen at Glide with other churches and 

community members to help feed those who are 

hungry. The youth will truly get a powerful taste of 

urban poverty but also the power of God in San 

Francisco and in Glide UMC.   

It is exciting to see how we can support our youth on 

this amazing mission and adventure! We will be kick-

ing off some fundraisers to help us with the cost. 

Please take a quick look at the following events. 

Current Fundraiser  
Scentsy!  Youth who are participating are working 

hard by selling Scentsy wickless candles. Be on the 

lookout for a youth selling items to raise money. All 

orders will need to be in by January 29. See a local 

MPUMC youth for details. 

Upcoming Fundraisers  
¶ Dinner and Silent Auction in March 

¶ Jeff Prescott and Friends Recital Benefit Concert 

and Dinner in April 

¶ Youth-In-ServiceðHire a Youth for work in May 

¶ Parent Date Nights throughout winter and spring 

Thank you for your amazing support for the youth! 
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Choir Notes  
Open Hearts -Minds -Doors -Open Choir  

 
Calling all  singers!  

We would love to have more choir members!  
 

Rehearsals are Wednesday nights, 7:30 to 9, for one and a half hours. We 

stretch (you must see that!); focus hard on preparing the best music possible; and 

humming through it all is fun and fellowship. 

No audition ðjust walk in and we promise a warm welcome.  

Sunday mornings we arrive at 9:30 a.m. and add the finishing touches for the 11 

a.m. service. Sarah Brown is our professional Director and Thomas Rheingans is 

our amazing Accompanist. You can be part of all this for free! 

If you have music in your heart,  
please join us!  

This month we are shining the em-

ployee spotlight on Bob Connery, 

our church custodian. He is the 

man behind the scenes who 

keeps our church building clean, 

attractive and well maintained. 

Bob was born in Walla Walla, but 

later moved to Olympia, where he 

graduated from high school and 

then attended Olympia Communi-

ty College for two years. 

His first employment was with the 

Washington Department of Trans-

portation. He worked for ten years 

in their engineering department; 

four in Olympia, two in Spokane 

and four in Vancouver, which is 

where he was promoted to High-

way Maintenance Superintendent  

for Southwest Washington.  

He had an interesting experience 

happen in the mid-80ôs when a 

winter blizzard hit the area east of 

Washougal on Highway 14. It was 

requested that he close Highway 

14 due to heavy snow around the 

Cape Horn area. He wanted to 

verify that the conditions justified 

closing the highway so he drove 

there and promptly found out that 

the conditions did justify the clo-

sure so he notified the appropriate 

agencies. In the meantime, there 

was so much snow that even with 

two snow plows in the area, he 

couldnôt get out and ended up 

spending the night on Cape Horn. 

The next day a snow blower 

cleared a lane for him to return to 

Vancouver. 

In 2002, after thirty years of ser-

vice, he retired from the Depart-

ment of Transportation. After tak-

ing a year off, he received a job 

offer that he just couldnôt turn 

down and ended up moving to 

Chicago, where he became the 

Safety Manager for a large project 

at the Ford Motor Company.  After 

two years the project was com-

pleted and he returned to Vancou-

ver. In 2006, luckily for us, he 

came to work for Mill Plain UMC 

as our custodian, so he has been 

here for about five years. Kudos to 

Bob for keeping our church in 

such good condition!  

Spotlight on Bob Connery  
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Advent at Mill Plain  

The Advent Wreath  

Birthday Candles  
A celebration of Jesusô birthday, 
presented by the Children and 

Youth 

The Couv Groove  
 

The Angel Tree  
 

Gifts for the children 
at Hearthwood 

School 




