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Ice Cream Social
Wednesday,
July 20, 6 p.m.

Remember to invite
FRAN.

Friends.....
Relatives.....
Acquaintances.....

Neighbors.....

Don’t miss Mill Plain UMC’s annual Ice Cream Social. Come for an
evening of fun, games and ICE CREAM with all of the toppings you
can possibly imagine!

There will be activities for all ages, plus, returning by popular demand,
restored cars and a Bouncy House (weather permitting). Various
teams and committees will host activity booths...

e Painting Table, where children can paint a picture to take home,
sponsored by the Preschool

e Bingo Booth, sponsored by the Finance Committee
e Candy Jar Guessing Game, sponsored by the Missions Team
e Face Painting, sponsored by the choir

o Fishing Game, where children can fish for prizes, sponsored
by Staff Parish Relations Committee
o Cake Walk, sponsored by the Worship Team

If weather cooperates, we will be outside, if not, indoors. Either way it
will be a great summertime treat for everyone!
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Shake It Up

| love food. In grade school | was
in the 4-H cooking program. The
first prayer | remember saying in
church was for the corn in our gar-
den to grow big and tall. (Mmmm,
corn on the cob.) | love to experi-
ment with cooking sometimes fail-
ing, sometimes succeeding in cre-
ating something wonderful for the
taste buds. Some people who are
devoted to cuisine call themselves
“foodies.” | don’t believe | am
quite at that level, although | have
always enjoyed cooking and more
recently watching cooking shows
on television. These shows range
from “reality” television contests to
cooking demonstrations. Some-
times they take you to exotic
places in Asia or Africa or to Voo-
doo Doughnuts in Portland, OR.
(Mmmm, bacon maple bars.)
While the focus of these shows is
on the food, there is often an as-
pect of community gathering and
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talking about what it is people
share in common as they share in
the breaking of bread (or cup-
cakes, or BBQ ribs...Mmmmm,
ribs).

Often in the summer we gather
around events with food; BBQ’s,

picnics, camping trips, family reun-
ions, all these events bring certain
images of friends, family and food.

Scripture also recalls these sorts
of gatherings in the life of God’s
people. Particular festivals were
created for the community to re-
member particular events in their
life with God. In the breaking of

Softball and Fellowship Too!
Our Mill Plain softball team had its first practice with more than 20 players from elementary to retirement age

came to join the team! All games will be played on our new softball field behind the church. (A big thank you
to everyone who has helped make this field possible!) Bring family, friends and neighbors to cheer them on!
Here’s the League Schedule:

Remember: Jesus loves soft-
ball players!

bread, they shared the historic
story and they shared their pre-
sent experiences. In the sharing of
these things the people grew in
their knowledge of who they were
and who God is.

This summer at Mill Plain UMC we
will “Shake It Up” as our Sunday
School and our worship services
take a look at some of the festivals
in scripture as we look to deepen
our relationship with God. The
themes will guide us through
Passover, The Festival of Booths,
The Last Supper, and more. In
gathering together we build com-
munity. In sharing food we share a
means of God’s Grace. In sharing
God’s grace we are fulfilling our
mission to make disciples for the
transformation of the world.

So lets “Shake It Up” and have a
feast!

July 10:

5:00...... Ridgefield 1 vs Heights
6:30...... District Team vs Ridgefield 2

2:00...... Vancouver First vs District Team
3:30...... Orchards vs Heights

5:00...... Salmon Creek vs Ridgefield 2
6:30...... Mill Plain vs Vancouver First
July 24:

2:00...... Ridgefield 1 vs Vancouver First
3:30...... Ridgefield 2 vs Mill Plain
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5:00...... District Team vs Orchards
6:30 ...... Heights vs Salmon Creek

2:00...... Heights vs Ridgefield 2
3:30...... Ridgefield 1 vs District Team
5:00...... Mill Plain vs Salmon Creek
6:30 ...... Vancouver First vs Orchards
August 7:

2:00...... Salmon Creek vs Ridgefield 1
3:30 ...... Ridgefield 2 vs Orchards
5:00 ...... Heights vs Vancouver First
6:30 ...... District Team vs Mill Plain

August 14: Championship Game and All
—League Potluck at 5 p.m.
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Sunday School

PreK-5" Grade Summer Sunday School

Join us this summer in the Shake It Up Café during
the 9:30 a.m. service. Summer Sunday School will
begin June 26 and run through the beginning of
September. Any Pre-K thru 5" grade student is wel-
come to join us as we do all sorts of fun activities
throughout the summer. Pre-K will also enjoy theme-
related activities in their classroom.

All Sunday School Summer Mission
Our Summer Sunday School mission is to gather

supplies and put together Bags of Grace. We will
need items such as bottled water, socks, non-
perishable food bars, and gallon size Ziploc bags.
Send any donations with your child on Sunday morn-
ings or drop them off in the Education Office during
the week. Thanks for all your help.

We are always collecting pop tabs for the Ronald
McDonald House in marked bins found around the
church. So far 33 Ibs. have been collected!

New Member Orientation
Have you been thinking about church membership at

Mill Plain? Would you like to know more about the
United Methodist Church as well as the ministries at
Mill Plain UMC? Join Pastor Bruce and other staff
members for lunch, Sunday, July 17, at 12:15 p.m.,
in Room G/H, for answers to these and other ques-
tions. There is no obligation to join Mill Plain UMC
after attending this orientation but new members will
be received on Sunday, July 24. In order to make
sure there are sufficient supplies for the luncheon,
please call the church office to RSVP, 892-2421,

Annual Church Golf Outing
Dust off those golf clubs and practice your swing to

get ready for our annual church golf tournament on
Saturday, July 9, at Fairway Village Golf
Course. Tee times begin at 8:57 a.m. En-
joy donuts and coffee before play and a
hamburger/hot dog lunch after play for a
$5 fee. Players are responsible for green fees. A
sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board; we need a
count by mid-week before the event. Contact: Larry
Bone.

\l \V/ Preschool is now on
Q\l \/ .
e B summer vacation.
@ .e- However, Mrs. DeMorgan
2 Mill Plain has already published the

calendar for next year’s
events! We begin with a
Round-Up for Pre-K and
four-year-olds on August
24, and three-year-olds on August 25. Teachers will
arrive on August 17, and school officially begins
early this year on August 31. There will be the usual
Labor Day Holiday, September 3, 4 and 5, and a
special Back- to-School Night on September 27 for
all the Preschool families. Have a fun-filled vacation
and we’ll see you again next school year!
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Womendés Bible Study Fal
For our fall study we will explore the third book in au-

thor Joanna Weaver’s trilogy, Lazarus Awakening:
Finding Your Place in the Heart of God. The first two
books were her Mary/Martha books, which were the
first books this class studied. The Lazarus book is a
ten-week study from September 14 to November
16, Wednesdays, at 7 p.m. The book, including Bi-
ble study, can be purchased on christianbook.com or
amazon.com. Contact Debra Tiede, facilitator, for a
group purchase and free shipping. Please email
womensfellowship@millplainumc.org to register and
watch the Church Chat for more information.

JOANNA
WEAVER

Description: You believe that God loves
the world...but sometimes you wonder if
He truly loves you. As the reality of God’s
deep affection moves from our heads to A
our hearts, the stones of unbelief roll away R
from our spiritual tombs and we are freed to live vi-
brantly in the light of the truth. In this life-giving book,
Joanna shows you how to embrace the truth that Je-
sus loves you apart from anything you accomplish,
apart from anything you bring. Combining unforgetta-
ble real-life illustrations with unexpected biblical in-
sights, Joanna invites you to experience a spiritual
resurrection that will forever change your under-
standing of what it means to be the one Jesus loves.

©
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2011 Graduates

We are proud of our high school and college gradu-
ates and wish them well in whatever they choose to
do in the future:

Emily Frodsham graduated from Mountain View High
School. She will attend Central Washington Univer-
sity in Ellensburg, WA.

Chris Grote graduated from Camas High School and
will attend Western Washington University in Belling-
ham.

Tyler Hanlon graduated from Mountain View High
School and will attend Western Washington Univer-
sity this fall.

Brad Mulderink graduated from Union High School.
He will attend Gonzaga University in Spokane.

Logan Forgey graduated from Eastern Washington
University with a Bachelor of Arts degree in Recrea-
tion Management. He will be at Sun Mountain Lodge
for a ten-week internship this summer.

Deborah Miles graduated from Clark College with an
Associate Degree of Education.

Lauren Reynolds graduated from Gonzaga
University with a Bachelor of Arts in Political
Science and a Bachelor of Business Admini-
stration in International Business.

Jana Sotka graduated December 2010 from Western
Washington University with a Bachelor degree in Sci-
ence in Elementary Education. She is currently work-
ing at Hockinson School.

2011 Graduates

Left to Right: Deborah Miles, Jana Sotka,
Emily Frodsham, Brad Mulderink, Tyler
Hanlon, Chris Grote

Congratulations to Tyler Hanlon and Chris

4

Grote, recipients of the 2011 Ruth Mathis
Scholarships, announced by Melody Mello
during Recognition Sunday, June 11

Financial Update
May was a good month for our finances.

It was reported that a number of people
who were behind in their giving have caught up and,
in fact, some ten giving units have now given more
than they pledged. | want to add the committee’s
thanks to that which | am sure you have already re-
ceived from the Lord. The result is that we gained
about $900 on the budget shortfall | described in the
last Circuit Rider and in my presentation to the con-
gregation. The net result is, unfortunately, that we
are still more than $4500 behind where we projected
we need to be in order to make it through the sum-
mer when giving is down and the Preschool is not in
session, as well as that needed to end the year in
the black. Copies of the financial statements are in
the information racks near each entrance if you
would like more detail.

To avoid a cash flow problem in the coming months,
| would like to ask that you keep up your pledges
through the summer months when other activities
often keep us away from regular worship. A good
idea would be to provide your offering in advance, or
if that is not possible, mail it in. Also, think how good
you would feel to join the group that is giving more
than they pledged. We indeed have a calling here.
Let’s be sure we answer.

Larry Bone, Financial Chair
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Hearthwood Backpacks &
School Supplies

As part of our partnership with
Hearthwood Elementary School, we
help supply students in need with
backpacks filled with the basic tools
needed for the school year. Please
watch your newspaper ads for back-
packs and school supplies on sale
and begin bringing them to the
church office during the week and to
the Narthex on Sundays. We need
your donations by August 14.

Some of the basic supplies needed
are:

e Large backpacks
e #2 pencils with erasers
e Glue sticks

e Fiskar scissors (blunt and pointed
ends)

e 12-24 count colored pencils

e 12-24 count Crayola crayons

e Classic color Crayon markers

e 1-12inch ruler standard/metric

e Supply boxes

e Elmer's washable school glue

e Pink pearl erasers

e Colored pencils

e Folders

e Spiral notebooks, wide ruled

o Loose leaf paper, wide ruled
Please see the school house
poster in the Narthex and pick up a
bright green supply list. Money do-
nations are also appreciated made
out to MPUMC and marked for
Hearthwood School Supplies.
Thank you for ALL of your support
of the Hearthwood students.

Remember to bring your dona-
tions to church by August 14!

Are you reading this online and enjoy-
ing the color on every page? If you will
sign the form found at the Kiosk, it will
save us paper, postage and time.

Thank You to Our Hearthwood Volunteers

Our MPUMC volunteers had an
amazingly rewarding school
year at Hearthwood Elementary
School, celebrated with a lunch-
eon on June 12. There were
three categories of volunteers
this year: Lunch Buddies, Class-
room Tutors and SHARE Back-
pack Program, who shared their
reactions to their volunteer ex-
periences.

Classroom Tutors:
Chris Arakaki: "It is so heartwarming
to see how excited the children are
to have you there."

Bonnie Bassett: "Volunteering is
such a rewarding experience. The
teachers and students are all so ap-
preciative.”

Peter Fulwell: "The staff at Hearth-
wood are so welcoming and helpful
and the children too. It's a win-win
situation."

Lunch Buddies:
Virginia Bissinger: i Ever yone
be a Lunch Buddy because it makes
you feel that you are helping one
little girl that needs someone to talk
to and have a friend."”

Donna Mclintosh: "Being a Lunch
Buddy has opened a whole new en-
joyment to my Mondays. | have

seen Becky grow and change. Our
visits are special to both of us. Dene
is wonderful and so helpful."

Mary Linn Sonnemaker: "My Lunch
Buddy shares stories of her family
that make me realize how fortunate |
am to be able to give my time and
gifts to this girl. | love being able to
share and spend time with her."

Ev Fisher: “A highlight of my week is
seeing the smile light up the face of
my Lunch Buddy when she comes
around the corner and sees me wait-
ing for her. It is such a blessing for
me to spend time chatting, playing
games and just being with my friend.
The quickest 45 minutes of my
week! o

SHARE Backpack Program:
Richard Mason: "I enjoy doing what
| do because there is such a need
for serving these families that are
less fortunate than us."

Karen Leffel: "It is amazing to me
that by donating just an hour and a
half of my time once a week, | have
been able to help 900 families in
Clark County have a little extra food
tostittedheit faimily over through the
weekend."

Also volunteering this school
year were Ron Kroeker, Class-
room Tutor; Kitty Stockman,
SHARE Backpacks; and Ken Lef-
fel, SHARE Backpacks.

Hearthwood Volunteers
Mary Linn Sonnemaker, Chris Arakaki, Virginia Bissinger,
Peter Fulwell, Sherry Stoka, Ev Fisher, Bonnie Bassett,
Donna McIntosh, Dave Sotka, Richard Mason, Karen Leffel,
Hearthwood Coordinator, Dene McKinney
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Fellowship Groups

GROUP

DATE/TIME/ROOM

PROGRAM

CONTACT

try August

Prayer Shawl Minis- [No meetings, July and

August

Knitting, Crocheting. No meetings, July and

prayershawl@millplainumc.org

Good Timers (50+)
August

No meetings, July and

No meetings, July and August.

goodtimers@millplainumc.org

Pinochle
G/H
Fri. Aug. 12, 6:15

Fri. July 8, 6:15, Rm.

Friends of Carpenter.

\We teach beginners! Bring donation for

pinochle@millplainumc.org

Books, Faith and
Fellowship (Details
below)

Thu., July 21, 9:30

Thu. August 18, 9:30

Hannah 6 s DiBne Bammond.
Last Dog on the Hill, Steve Duno

bookclub@millplainumc.org

Bunco
August

No meetings, July and

No meetings, July and August

bunco@millplainumc.org

Ladies Movie Night
and Dinner, Too!

(Details below) 6 p.m.

Thurs. July 21, 6:00
IThursday, August 18,

Love

Dinner: Panera Bread, Movie: Larry Crowne
Dinner: Lindo Mexico, Movie: Crazy, Stupid,

Debra Tiede, womensfellow
ship@millplainumc.org.

Summer Movies for the La-
di eséand Dinner

Thursday, July 21, is the night to
see two big stars together for only
the second time. Tom Hanks and
Julia Roberts star in a romantic
comedy, Larry Crowne, show time
TBD. First we will have dinner at
Panera Bread on 164th at 6 p.m.

Thursday, August 18, we will see
the comedy Crazy, Stupid, Love. It
has a line-up of stars: Steve
Carell, Ryan Gosling, Julianne
Moore, Marisa Tomei, and Emma
Stone. We will meet first for dinner
at 6 p.m. at Lindo Mexico Restau-
rant, 316 SE 123rd Ave.

If you cannot make dinner for
these movies, meet at Cascade 16
Theater. Watch the Church Chat
for movie time or contact Debra
Tiede at womensfellow-
ship@millplainumc.org.

Summer Reading Fun!

Fof s8n% kentertaining summer
reading, please join the Books,
Faith and Fellowship group and

Extraordinary Life of Lou by Steve
Duno. Mr. Duno, a Northwest au-
thor, is an animal behaviorist who

pickupHa n n a h 6 s byDorth-a rehares his story of a Rottweiler

west author Diane Hammond. Join
us at 9:30 a.m. on Thursday, July
21, to discuss
5 it. Hannah is a
loveable aging ele-
phant in a small
& failing zoo in the
" Puget Sound area
n the 1950’s. Ele-
" phant keepers
scheme to move Hannah to an
elephant sanctuary, while the am-
bitious new zoo director has other
plans. Ms. Hammond worked for
the Oregon Coast Aquarium and
the Free Willy Keiko Foundation.
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On August 18, we will gather to
discuss Last Dog on the Hill, the

Circuit Rider Online in Color!

pup he rescued from a marijuana
farm. Lou’s story includes winning
the respect of gang members, foil-
ing an armed robbery, catching a
rapist, fighting coyo-
tes and kidnappers,
comforting elderly
war veterans and
Alzheimer patients,
teaching American
Sign Language to
kids, amassing a vo-
cabulary of nearly 200 words, and
helping rehabilitate aggressive
dogs. This amazing dog story is
full of adventure, love and humor.
Contact: book-
club@millplainumc.org.

LAST DOG
ON THE HILL

You have been able to view the Circuit Rider online with color on every page for several months. If you do
not need a hard copy in the mail, please complete the form you will find at the Kiosk or in the church office,
or contact newsletter@millplainumc.org to have an electronic copy of the form sent to you

©)
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Every church a mission outpost, every member a missionary

As an ordained elder my church membership is held
by a body called the Pacific Northwest Annual Con-
ference. The title refers to our yearly meeting, but the
title also represents the body of people, clergy and
lay who are members of that gathering. We meet in
different locations, but whenever and wherever we
meet we are the church together. Our lay members
Bonnie Rappe and Douglas Evans joined me this
year for an inspirational time of teaching, worship
and administrative work of the church. There are a
few key words from this gathering that are sticking
with me that | want to share with you.

The first set of words is “every church a mission out-
post, every member a missionary.” This statement
reminds me that while | have an office in a particular
place and while we have a building that helps us to
gather, our work is not only in our building’s location.
Our call is to transform lives with the grace of our
Lord Jesus Christ, wherever those people may be.
Often it happens when we are active in the commu-
nity such as our mission work with the WHO shelter
or Hearthwood School. Sometimes it happens in a
conversation at the coffee shop or at the bus stop.
We are all missionaries to this community.

The second word is “encounter.” How are we provid-

Family Contact Information

ing opportunities for people to encounter God’s word,
to encounter God’s grace, so that their lives may be
transformed? What if we encountered God together
in another location? Some are studying scripture in
pubs and coffee shops. Where might we have a
gathering to encounter God’s living word?

The third set of words is “Meaning not meetings.” Our
guest teacher for Annual Conference was the Rev.
Mike Slaughter from Ginghamsburg Church in Ohio.
He reminded us that people are looking for more
meaning in church not more meetings. (Duh, | know.)
So the church leadership here at Mill Plain is already
considering how may our meetings have more mean-
ing and how may we have fewer meetings but more
meaning in our church life and work?

If you would like to see some of what happens at an-
nual conference you can replay the live streaming on
the web at http://www.livestream.com/pnwumc. | look
forward to sharing more words and meaning with you
as we move in mission together this summer.

Grace and Peace,

Bruce

Several times in the past there

with family members, but the staff

have been situations when the staff does not have contact information .

and other church friends have not
been able to contact people within
the congregation. A common sce-
nario is that we receive a call that
someone is in the hospital and
when we call, the hospital operator
tells us that the person has already
been released. Privacy laws pre-
clude the hospital from disclosing
any information about the patient.
Frequently the person has been
sent to a rehabilitation or assisted
care facility before returning home.
Sometimes the patient is staying

It can take several days before the
staff can track down where the
church family member is staying.
This is very stressful for everyone
involved; the staff wants to make
contact with our church family
member to offer pastoral care and
support and the person may be
wondering why they have not heard
from the church. It is a no-win sce-
nario all the way around.

In order to alleviate these situa-
tions, the staff is compiling a list of

@)

emergency contact phone numbers
and email addresses for our church
family. We would like to know how
to contact a family member or any
other designated person so there is
no time lost when there is a need
for pastoral care. The emergency
contact information will be kept in a
secure file and only staff members
or people they designate to assist
will have access to the information.
Please send your name, desig-
nated contact person and contact
information to
info@millplainumc.org or call the
church office.


http://www.livestream.com/pnwumc
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Highlighting Thomas Rheingans, Accompanist

Thomas Rheingans has been our treasured accompanist for the 11 a.m. service since 2003, playing both the
organ and the piano. His gift to us is more than that, however. His musical talents and creative interpretations
have blessed us and have left his mark on our music ministry, which is the very best.

Thomas was born and grew up in Rockford, lllinois. He attended the University
of lllinois and earned his Bachelor of Arts degree in piano performance. Follow-
ing graduation, he did further studies in the New York area.

The beauty and aesthetics of the Pacific Northwest drew him to this area in
1994. Thomas owns Rivergoose Records, an independent record label and
production company. The company provides services in areas of education,
live music, and publishing. Some projects have included CD releases, original
musical theatre works, soundtracks for independent films, commercial music,
jazz piano workbooks, and music education classes.

Thomas and his wife Amy have two children. Samuel is six and Jacqueline is
eight.

We all share in our admiration and appreciation for such an amazing musician!

Coming in November, 2011

Mark your calendars and save these dates!

iHeyo bidder, biddefr: Mddtdiegr -opening, andtlher
It's an evening at the oI’ Mill Plain ranch. It's an evening of music, skits and surprises.

Second Annual Mill Plain 29th Annual
UMC Auction Mill Plain UMC Variety Show
Saturday, November 5, 7 p.m. Friday, November 18, 7 p.m.
Start getting your arms in shape for raising Polish off your dancing shoes, vocal
those bid numbers! chords, or instruments or script or ...

Be a part of the round-up of great stuff! Don’t miss the great Mill Plain tradition!
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MILL PLAIN UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
15804 SE Mill Plain Boulevard

[~ Vancouver, Washington 98684
(360) 892-2421
Preschool (360) 896-2696
www.millplainumc.org

CELEBRATE THE RISEN CHRIST!

Worship: 9:30 a.m. & 11 a.m.
Sunday School; Pre-K—5th Grade: 9:30 a.m.
Childcare available during both worship times

Office Hours: 9 a.m.—1 p.m.

Monday through Thursday

Our

church

Pastor ......cceceeiiiirieccreee e Rev. Bruce Smith
Lay Minister........ccoovceririiniiieenne e Ev Fisher
Youth Director........ccceeeeeeeirimieeeeecceereennns Jeff Prescott

Choir Director.........cccccveveeeccirereeenennnnns Sarah Brown

9:30 a.m. Music Director Alisa Williams

11 a.m. Accompanist................ Thomas Rheingans
Preschool Director.........ccccoceurernnnne
Child Care Coordinator

Child Care Assistant....................... Ruth Ann Lucke

Linda DeMorgan
Diane Cammer
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Vancouver, WA

Return Service
Requested

staff é.

We are a community of faith seeking
to become deeply committed disciples
of Jesus Christ.
We strengthen our faith through
sharing Christ, worship, Bible study, prayer,

service and Christian fellowship.

The deadline for submissions to the September
edition of the Circuit Rider is Monday, August 15.
E-mail to newsletter@millplainumc.org. or submit
articles and photos to the church office.
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www.millplainumc.org



