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FELLOWSHIP EVENTS On June 19, we will have one service at 10 a.m.
LADIES MOVIE NIGHT

el Let's all get together to celebrate our extraordinary music ministry at
BOOKS, FAITH, FELLOWSHIP Mill Plain UMC.

RECOGNITION SUNDAY
ANNUAL CHURCH GOLF
SPRING SUNDAE CONCERT
SCHOLARSHIPS

HOME COMMUNION.

OUR SOCIAL CREED
CALENDAR

e The Chancel Choir will sing some of their favorite anthems.

e The Plain Truth Praise Band will perform.

e Thomas Rheingans will play the piano.

e The congregation will join in singing some favorite hymns

e There will be special musical renditions by talented people from our
congregation.

We hope you can join us to celebrate the remarkable music that our
Chancel Choir, with Director, Sarah Brown and Accompanists Thomas
Rheingans; our Praise Band with Music Director, Alisa Williams, pro-
vide for us.

Remember: One service only at 10 a.m.
on Sunday, June 19
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Free Grace
My deepest understanding of

God’s grace is that it is a free gift.
| cannot earn this gift. There are
no hoops for me to jump through. |
am simply offered this gift of love
that transforms life. It is living into
that transformation that informs us
of what it means to be a disciple.
The transformation of love
changes the priorities of our lives
and informs the decisions we
make.

We are the people who

know that God’s grace is a

Jree gift of love.

Presuming we are all still here,1 |
am reflecting on the ministry

ahead of us. | believe there contin-
ues to be an opportunity for us to
be about the work of transforming
lives as we live out our under-
standing of God'’s grace. As we
remember the transformation in
our lives as we have deepened
our understanding of God’s grace,
we will also be at work helping
others to have a better life.

We are the people who know that
God’s grace is a free gift of love.
The world is desperate for that
free gift. It has received the mes-
sage from too many other voices
that God’s grace is something to
be sold, either by right belief, right
politics, or sold at the right price.
These greedy voices are stealing

the message of God’s grace for
all. We must not let their mes-
sages become the perception of
what it means to be a Christian.
We will offer free grace, until
God’s Kingdom comes.

We are called to freely give of our-
selves so others know that they
are loved. Maybe then we are in-
vited into a conversation about
why we make the choices we
make to serve our neighbors.
Then we are invited to talk about
our faith and the One who has
transformed our lives with this gift
of free grace.

1 Some obscure radio evangelist has taken it upon himself to declare the end of the world to be May 21. The news-
letter deadline is before that date so you never know, maybe he was right and you won’t have the opportunity to
read this article. However, if you are reading this.... I have been curious about the publicity of the church from
these scary fringe voices. It seems that a good dose of insanity (or media brilliance) is giving religion a pretty poor
public image. A preacher of a “church” with a_few dozen people in Kansas can get the whole country riled up when
he and his family create demonstrations promoting homophobia and hate. Another preacher of a few dozen peo-
ple in Florida gets the world’s attention by threatening to burn a copy of the Quran (which he eventually carried
out). Now this radio preacher is collecting donations for his ministry to get the word out to as many as possible
that the end is coming. I wonder where he and the money will be on May 22?

Church Family News
Prayers and sympathy for Sherrie

Wilson due to the death of her
mother, Evelyn Wilson, on May 8.

Prayers and sympathy for Earl
and Diana Bliss due to the death
of their daughter-in-law , Cindy
Bliss, on May 8, 2011.

Our sympathy to the family of
Richard Wrightson on his death,
May 21, 2011.

On May 15, we
celebrated the joy
of the baptism of

Aislyn Paulette

Volk, infant
daughter of Steve
and Trina Volk
and little sister of
Logan.
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Sunday School
PreK-5" Grade June Lessons

June 5: Year Review

June 12:  Sunday School Celebration—Ilast day
of regular Sunday School classes

June 19: No Sunday School—10 a.m. Worship
Service based on Music and Song

June 26:  First day of Summer Sunday School

for Pre-K through 5™ Grade. We will
begin our Vacation Bible School (VBS)
curriculum Shake It Up Cafe in our
usual Sunday School classrooms.

Middle School/High School
Classes held June 5 and 12. The High School and

Middle School classes take the summer off and will
return in mid-September. If anyone 6" grade and
older is interested in assisting with the Summer VBS/
Sunday School program, please pick up an applica-
tion from the church office.

Babies in Need Shower
The shower hosted in May for Babies in Need was

not only a resounding success, but was also a lot of
fun! The generous donations from the Sunday
School classes totaled $150! An additional $90 was
received from individual members of the congrega-
tion for a total of $240 in cash donations. As you can
see in the photo, many special gifts were received
for Babies in Need, also including some crafted by
hand from members of our congregation.

Several shower games were played, the favorite be-
ing the "roll the dice and steal someone else’s gift."
The shower ended with refreshments consisting of
cake, nuts, mints and drinks.

All Sunday School Mission Update:

Our Summer Sunday School/VBS mission will be to
gather supplies and put together Bags of Grace. We
need items such as bottled water, socks, non-
perishable food bars, and gallon size Ziploc bags. We
are collecting pop tabs for the Ronald McDonald
House in marked bins around the church. Sunday
School donated $150 to Babies In Need in May. Keep
up the good work! Your effort has a positive impact on
our society.

Changes...

Vacation Bible School will take place weekly during
our Sunday School class time at the 9:30 a.m. ser-
vice. This program will begin June 26 and run through
the beginning of September. Any Kindergarten thru 5™
grade student is welcome to join us as we do all of the
usual fun activities that VBS offers. Pre-K will also en-

joy VBS activities in their classroom. If you are willing

to help with our new VBS program, contact Sunday-
School@millplainumc.org

Peace with Justice Sunday Is June 19
On this Sunday you will find special envelopes in

your church bulletins. Pentecost celebrates the out-
pouring of the Holy Spirit calling for God's shalom.
Peace with Justice witnesses to God's demand for a
faithful, just, disarmed, and secure world.

Half of the offering is used for Peace with Justice
Ministries in our Conference, and the other half is
used for Peace with Justice Ministries related to the
General Board of Church and Society. Please give
prayerfully.

A Churchwide Special Sunday
of
The United Methodist Church

"Blessed are the
peacemakers:

for they shall be called
the children of God.”

~Matthew 5:9, KJV
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Youth Group Schedule
Youth Group, unless noted, meets Sunday, 4-6 p.m.

Friday, June 3, 6-8 p.m.
Wii Night, bring Wii games and a snack to share.

Sunday, June 5
We will start looking at Adam Hamilton’s Seeing
Gray in a World of Black and White.

Sunday, June 12, 4-7 p.m.
Bowling Night at Big Al's on 164th
Bring $25.00 for bowling, food and shoes (oh, and
money for the arcade!).
Why come? Because it will be AWESOME!
We will walk there because the weather will be
amazing!

Sunday, June 19

Topic—What does it mean to see only in black or
white?

Sunday, June 26
Summer BBQ BLAST! Come for food, games and
craziness! Jeff will BBQ! Bring a snack to share!

Save the Date and Mark Your Calendar!

The Ice Cream Social will be held July 2o,
at 6 p.m.

The Pacific Northwest 2011 Annual Con-
ference—June 23-26

Bruce Smith,
Douglas Evans
and Bonnie Rappe
will represent Mill
Plain church at this
conference.

All churches gather I INIAA K] [@N

for a time of wor-
ship, discernment and the business of the church.

This year’s theme is Everybody Fed NOW!

A Rocky Road Trip for UMCOR!
You are invited on a Rocky Road trip for the United

Methodist Committee on Relief. We will travel to Salt
Lake City to work at the UMCOR West depot.

Adults and youth twelve years old and up are en-
couraged to participate. We will depart on Saturday,
August 6 and return on Saturday, August 13.

We will be hosted by the people of Christ United
Methodist Church in Salt Lake City. They have beds
and showers for people coming to work on this sort
of mission
experi-
ence.

We will be
putting
together
UMCOR
kits to be
distributed |
wherever .
there is a need. Putting together the kits will require
standing in a warm warehouse for several hours a
day. We will also have some fun evening outings in
the greater Salt Lake City area.

For transportation, food and accommodation we are
seeking $245 for individuals to participate. Youth are
also eligible for a campership from the Annual Con-
ference of up to $100.

For questions or to register contact Pastor Bruce at
bruce@millplainumc.org. More information about
UMCOR West is available at http://new.gbgm-
umc.org/umcor/work/umcorwest/.

Media Releases Needed

Unfortunately, we are unable to
print photos of people without a
signed media release form. Please
do stop at the kiosk in the Narthex
and sign a_form for your family.
Pictures add so much to the Circuit
Rider.

o
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REPORT

The financial report for the first four months of the
year is now in. You can find a copy in the literature
holders near each entrance. There are a few bits of
good news in the report. Spending is almost $14,000
below what we had budgeted for the four-month pe-
riod. The spending by the Trustees accounts for a
large portion of the savings but unfortunately that
may be because we haven't had any major mainte-
nance issues, yet. The other good news is that some
people who were behind in their pledges caught up
in April.

However, the bad news is that even though a few
people caught up their pledges we fell even farther
behind where we need to be in order to make it
through the summer when giving is down and the
Preschool is not in session. For the first four months,
we have taken in $13,195 more than we have spent,
but we projected that by the end of April we needed
to have taken in $18,682 more than we have spent.
Doing the math shows that each month our giving is
$1372 less than what was needed for our summer
budget needs.

Again, | would like to ask everyone to be sure they
are caught up in their giving. Attendance in the sum-
mer is always sporadic with vacations and other ac-
tivities, but please remember that even if you don’t
attend worship, you can always mail your pledge. In
addition, if anyone could kick in a little extra it would
really be appreciated. | know giving to pay the bills is
somehow not very exciting, but it has to be done if
we want to continue to answer our calling here in this
community.

Larry Bone, Finance Chair

Highlighting Sarah Brown,
Choir Director
You already recognize Sarah as a gifted, creative

musician who works closely with Bruce to be sure
that the music se-
lections support the
theme of the week’s
message. That in
itself is demanding
and rigorous, but it
certainly enhances
the worship experi-
ence for us.

Aside from that, the
rest of Sarah’s story
is interesting as
well. She was born in Grand Junction, Colorado, and
moved with her family to Washington as a child,
graduating from Washougal High School in 1999.
From there it was on to Washington State University
in Pullman where she graduated with a Bachelor of
Music in clarinet performance and a Bachelor of Arts
in English in 2004. That was also where she met her
husband Morgan.

Sarah and Morgan moved to Tempe, Arizona, after
graduation where Sarah pursued her Masters in
clarinet performance and Morgan completed his
Masters as well. After completion in 2006, they
moved to Beaverton, Oregon, where they still reside.

Orri, short for Orien, was born in 2007, and the new
little guy, Eli, was born just this past fall, in 2010.

In addition to her vocal contributions to our church,
Sarah operates a music studio in her home and
teaches an extracurricular clarinet class at a middle
school in Beaverton once a week.

Hats off to this talented and generous woman who
has graced us so richly!

Worship In Music and Song

Don’t forget to come at 10 a.m. for worship on Sunday, June 19. We will celebrate the
wonderful music that our Choir, Plain Truth Praise Band, Accompanist and other

talented musicians will present for us.
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Preschool
It's coming! It's coming! The end of the school year is

almost here and that means a flurry of activity. With
the preparation in full swing for graduation on June

13, and the Preschool Potluck on June 14, the four-
year-old and pre-K children were also diligently practic-
ing for their annual program for the Good Timers. And
what a great program they presented! A patriotic
theme prevailed with decorations of red, white and
blue and a memorable assortment of tunes as well as
a special medley of patriotic songs and the Pledge of
Allegiance. Such enthusiasm and innocence were con-
tagious and enjoyed by all. We are truly blessed with a
dedicated Preschool staff that continually encourage
and challenge our children to achieve their highest po-
tential.

Enrollment for next year is continuing with a few four-
year-old and afternoon pre-K openings available.

Looking ahead, the annual Mill Plain UMC Ice Cream
Social will be July 20, at 6 p.m. The Preschool will
have an informational table with water color dinosaurs
as their contribution to the festivities. Hope to see you
all there!

Mark your calendar for Wednes-
day, July 20, and come to the Ice
Cream Social. There will be games,
activities for children and adults
and, of course, ice cream.

Hearthwood and You!

Luncheon for
Hearthwood Volunteers

As the end of the school year approaches, thanks go
out to everyone who supported Hearthwood Elemen-
tary with gifts and service. Last fall your gifts of
school supplies helped to make a happy beginning
for many Hearthwood students. At Thanksgiving
food boxes helped to provide meals for several
Hearthwood families. Finally, your generous Angel

6]

Remembering the Good Times

Even after graduating and moving on with their lives,
people often reflect on the “good old days.”

Such was the case with Daisy Scouts (very young
Girl Scouts) Abby and Kalli, graduates of the Mill
Plain UMC Preschool. Though they have moved on
to the world of elementary school now, they have not
forgotten their time at the Preschool. On May 2,
these two young women, along with most of the
Daisy troop, including Charlotte, Grace, Emily, Kate-
lyn and Katie, returned to present Director Linda De-
Morgan with several boxes of cookies. As it turns
out, they not only remembered the quality of the pro-
gram, but also the great snacks!

Ms. DeMorgan was very excited (and mobbed with
hugs) as she accepted the cookies. “These will save
us money that can be used in program enhancement
and supplies,” she commented as she thanked the
Daisy Scouts for their generosity.

The Mill Plain UMC Preschool has a history of great
work. These former students are two of the countless
examples of the impact of that great work. Thank
you, Abby, Kalli and Daisy Scouts for your gift!
Thank you Linda and all of the staff and Preschool
volunteers for your hard work!

Tree gifts at Christmas provided Hearthwood fami-
lies with a very Merry Christmas. Thank you to all of
you who shared generously. You are evidence

that Mill Plain Church desires to sustain a strong and
caring partnership with our Hearthwood neighbors!

Finally, as a way to celebrate the end of the school
year and say thanks, all Hearthwood volunteers are
invited to a celebration luncheon on Sunday, June
12, at 12:30 p.m., in Room G/H. Volunteers who
served as a classroom tutor, Lunch Buddy or with
the SHARE Backpack program are invited to attend.
Bring your favorite story to share!
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Birthdays in

nniversaries

Birthdays and Anniversaries

Due to privacy concerns with the Circuit Rider on the church’s web site,
birthdays and anniversaries will no longer be published in the newsletter,
but will be in the Church Chat. The lists will be published the last Sunday
of the month before and the first Sunday of the month of the birthdays and

anniversaries.

Fellowship Groups

DATE/TIME | GROUP  PROGRAM CONTACT
Wed. June | Prayer Shawl Ministry Room G/H; Knitting, Crocheting prayershawl@millplainumc.org
8, 10:30
Wed. June 8, | Good Timers (50+) Potluck| John Silliman presentation on his goodtimers@millplainumc.org
noon lunch; bring dish to share | travels to Central America

and place setting.
Fri. June 10 | Pinochle Room G/H. We teach beginners! pinochle@millplainumc.org
6:15 Bring donation, Friends of Carpenter.
Thu., June Books, Faith and Fellow- The Guernsey Literary and Potato bookclub@millplainumc.org
16, 9:30 ship Peel Pie Society (details below)
Thurs. June | Bunco bunco@millplainumc.org
16, 1:00
Thurs. June | Ladies Movie Night and Dinner at Red Robin; Movie at Cas- | Debra Tiede, womensfellow
16, 5:45 Dinner, Too! cade 16, to be announced. ship@millplainumc.org.

Softball and T-Shirts Too!
Be sure to sign up soon for our

softball team(s) so you will not
miss out on Mill Plain UMC Team
T-Shirts and a lot of fun and fel-
lowship! Methodist Churches
around Van-

couver are o—
putting to- Church
gether teams Softball
and games

are being

scheduled for Sunday afternoons
in July for co-ed all-comers
teams. You don’t want to miss
the fun!

Practices begin in June so start
throwing the ball around. Sign-
up forms are available or contact
softball@millplainumc.org.

Ladies Movie Night and
Dinner, Too!

Thursday, June 16, is movie
night for the ladies and this
month's movie is a mystery; no,
not a mystery story, but the movie
we will see is a mystery! We'll
meet for dinner at 5:45 p.m., at
Red Robin, 801 SE 160th, and
then go to the show at Cascade
16 theater. If you can't make din-
ner, meet us at the movie (bring
discount coupons!). Watch the
Church Chat for more information.
Contact: Debra at womensfellow-
ship@millplainumc.org.

On June 19, there will be
only one service, at 10
a.m. to enjoy Worship In

Music and Song.

Books, Faith and Fellow-
ship

The Guernsey Literary and Potato
Peel Pie Society, by Mary Ann
Shaffer and Annie Barrows, is an
entertaining, informative book that
draws you in as soon as you read
the title. Whatever could this be
about? Guernsey is a small island
in the English Channel. Literary
must refer to books. Why would
anyone make a pie out of potato
peels? Well, throw all this together
with the German occupation in
WWII, toss it into a novel, add
some delightful characters for
seasoning, and you have a recipe
for a wonderful book. We will meet
on Thursday, June 16, at 9:30
a.m., to hear your thoughts and
reflections on this book. Contact
bookclub@millplainumc.org.
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June 12 Is Recognition Sunday
Be sure to join us for this very special day when we

recognize and honor our graduating high school, vo-
cational school, college and graduate students, our
acolytes and Sunday School teachers.

The 2011 recipients of the Rev. Ruth Mathis Scholar-
ship Fund scholarships will also be announced so
you will want to be sure to attend for such a happy
celebration. Refreshments will be served as an addi-
tional recognition of such outstanding achievements
and service.

Annual Church Golf Outing
The annual church golf outing will be held at Fairway

Village on Saturday, July 9. The first tee time is at
8:57 a.m. and every 9 minutes thereafter. We will
enjoy donuts and coffee before play
and a hamburger/hot dog lunch to-
gether after play. There will be a $5
fee for food and drinks and each
player will be responsible for their
green fees. Everyone is welcome whether you are
an accomplished golfer or someone who can’t even
spell golf! We will make it easy for the inexperienced
golfers so come on out with us and have some fun. A
sign-up sheet will be on the bulletin board as we
need a fairly close count by mid-week before the
event. Contact: Larry Bone.

Spring Sundae Concert
Columbia Pastoral Counseling Center will sponsor a

fundraiser on Sunday, June 5, at 6 p.m., at Trinity
Lutheran Church, 309 W. 39" Street,
Vancouver. Entertainment will be
provided by local church choirs in-
cluding our own beloved chancel
choir with Sarah Brown and Thomas
Rheingans.

Circuit Rider Schedule

Rev. Ruth Mathis Scholarship Fund

On Sunday, June 12, during worship service, we will
announce the recipients of the 2011 scholarships. In
reviewing the applications, the Scholarship Commit-
tee found it exciting to see the candidates’ enthusi-
asm and dedication to their studies, as well as the
faith and service that they shared. The entire Com-
mittee wishes each and every one of this year’s can-
didates the very best in their endeavors at school
and in their lives, and encourages them to consider
applying again in the future.

The mission of the Scholarship Committee is to pro-
vide financial assistance to post-high school or
graduate students who desire to further their educa-
tion. The educational program can be academic or
vocational. The scholarships are awarded to stu-
dents so they may pursue spiritual, intellectual, and/
or personal growth in their journeys of faith.

The Committee would also like to thank the congre-
gation for your support of the Fund through your do-
nations and also for your prayers for the work of the
Committee. The 2010 committee set a goal to raise
$3,500 per year for three years to move toward mak-
ing the fund sustainable. We ask your support as we
strive to reach our goal for 2011. To keep this fund
sustainable for years to come, while planning to con-
tinue issuing scholarships each year, we need to
continue to build it.

There are currently at least three ways you can sup-
port the fund:

1) Purchase a cookbook for $15 in the church of-
fice;
2) Attend our 2011 fund raiser, a Jazz Concert, this
coming October; and
3) Donate at any time.

Contact: scholarship@millplainumc.org.

The next issue of the Circuit Rider will be a combined July/August issue published at the beginning of July. If
there is information you would like included in this issue that covers these two months, please submit it to

8]

newsletter@millplainumc.org by June 15.
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Home Communion
Home Communion began at Mill
Plain UMC in the fall of 1997 when
David Virgin was Pastor.

Karen Leffel and Sharon Grant
were friends through their connec-
tion at church. Sharon was very
active in making home visits espe-
cially to the elderly who were
homebound. Karen’s mother,
Helen Glenn, had fallen into that
category. Karen had become con-
cerned about her losing contact
with others. Sharon began making
visits to Helen and they formed a
wonderful friendship. When
Sharon lost her legs to diabetes,
Helen reversed the kindness and
would pick up lunch and take it to
Sharon's house for a visit.

Subsequently, Sharon was Wor-
ship Chair when she asked Karen
to help organize the Home Com-
munion Team since they had a
mutual interest in reaching out to
the homebound. She had created
interest with others too so it was a
joint effort by a group of people
who also understood the need.

Home Communion at Mill Plain
UMC began with five teams:

Lois and Harold Eding

Frances Sperber and Jane Crowe
Marilyn and Larry Bone

Lorie Stewart and Vivian Smith
Dena and Bob Lundeen

Marjorie Kreitzer took the lead af-
ter several years, and Marjorie
Akers has been the lead for the
past five years.

The first people to receive Home
Communion were not necessarily

members of our church. Helen
Glenn and Arnold and Harriet
Loraas were among the first.
These were people Sharon Grant
had formed friendships with and
visited regularly. At the time they
were not members of our church.
Sharon saw the need with these
people for home communion so
her dream began. Larry, Marilyn,
Harold and Lois developed a won-
derful friendship with Helen and
others through Home Communion,
which Karen believes was instru-
mental in her mother’s finally al-
lowing Karen and her husband to
pick her up to attend church ser-
vices with them. She actually be-
came a member of the church in
2000. The stewards also took
Home Communion to another
member, Mary Petree, who had
had a stroke. Her son who lived in
the Seattle area didn't visit very
often and she had no other family.
The stewards visited her faithfully
until she passed away.

A lot of thought went into the pres-
entation of the Communion. Vari-
ous resources were used to de-
velop the service. Karen recalls
that together Bob Lundeen, Pastor
Virgin and she worked on the ser-
vice to be used during Home
Communion. Harold Eding also
wrote several small worship ser-
vices for the Home Communion
stewards to use at the visits. He
wrote them in the first year or so
Home Communion was being es-
tablished and they are still used.
The group decided the elements

o

would be carried to the home in
baskets lined with nice linen nap-
kins, which Bob Lundeen donated
from several belonging to his first
wife. Karen found ceramic vessels
at a kiosk in Vancouver Mall. They
told her if she purchased a dozen,
they would get one free, so they
began with thirteen ceramic ves-
sels. Actual juice from communion
was blessed during communion
and the remaining juice put into a
cruet. During Home Communion
the juice was poured from the
cruet into the ceramic vessel. The
bread was served on one of the
church’s small china dessert
plates. The Home Communion
basket was placed on the al-

tar and the basket would be lifted
and a phrase spoken about the
elements going out to those who
were not present. There was
some controversy about the com-
munion elements being served by
lay people as some members in
our church believed that commun-
ion should only be served by
clergy. This was one of the rea-
sons the pastor went to such great
lengths in the beginning to inten-
tionally bless and present the ele-
ments during worship.

The members who currently ad-
minister Home Communion are:
Marilyn and Larry Bone

Linda and John Troth

Cindy and Don Bivins

Melody and Chuck Mello
Darlene Printz

Glenda Hart

Marjorie Akers
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Home Communion, cont’d

There are no rigid parameters to
scheduling Home Communion,
although most visits are made the
same Sunday we have Commun-
ion in our worship services. Often,
however, that is not convenient for
the recipient so they are served
the following Monday or another
day that week, and there is always
a team who provides the Monday
service. The service is provided to
recipients in their homes, in ex-
tended care facilities, and in hos-
pitals. As when the program be-
gan, there is no need for the re-
cipient to be a member of Mill
Plain UMC.

Marjorie expressed appreciation
for the care that Dorothy Leffel

takes to be sure the elements are
well cared for preparatory to the
teams taking them to the recipi-
ents. Marjorie also shared that the
stewards tend to serve for many
years as they come to feel that the
recipients are extended family with
whom they bond and share both
happy and sad occasions. One
recipient recently celebrated her
101* birthday with her steward.
Pastor Bruce has also made per-
sonal visits with the stewards in
order to meet those recipients he
does not know.

Karen Leffel shared her thoughts
that, “‘Home Communion has
brought love, peace and joy to all
who have received it over the

years and remains an integral part
of our outreach.”

Marilyn and Larry Bone shared,
“Our hearts are always warmed by
the deep appreciation shown by
the home bound people. Some-
times when their life situation is
particularly distressing it is obvi-
ous that the visit and the commun-
ion service are especially mean-
ingful to them. But at all times their
eagerness to hear news of the
church people and activities is
quite evident. Some show how
meaningful it is just to have a visi-
tor to share some time and break
the loneliness of living alone. We
always return home feeling re-
warded for our visits.”

The United Methodist Church -- Our Social Creed

e We believe in God, Creator of the world; and in Jesus Christ, the Redeemer
of creation. We believe in the Holy Spirit, through whom we acknowledge
God’s gifts, and we repent of our sin in misusing these gifts to idolatrous ends.

e We affirm the natural world as God’s handiwork and dedicate ourselves to
its preservation, enhancement, and faithful use by humankind.

o We joyfully receive for ourselves and others the blessings of community,
sexuality, marriage, and the family.

e We commit ourselves to the rights of men, women, children, youth, young
adults, the aging, and people with disabilities; to improvement of the quality
of life; and to the rights and dignity of all persons.

e We believe in the right and duty of persons to work for the glory of God and
the good of themselves and others and in the protection of their welfare in so
doing; in the rights to property as a trust from God, collective bargaining, and
responsible consumption; and in the elimination of economic and social dis-

tress.

e We dedicate ourselves to peace throughout the world, to the rule of justice
and law among nations, and to individual freedom for all people of the world.

e We believe in the present and final triumph of God’s Word in human affairs
and gladly accept our commission to manifest the life of the gospel in the

world. Amen.
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CELEBRATE THE RISEN CHRIST!
Worship: 9:30 a.m. & 11 a.m.

Sunday School for all ages: 9:30 a.m.
(Summer Sunday School PreK—5th Grade)

Childcare available during both worship times
Office Hours: 9 a.m.—1 p.m.
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mission statement

We are a community of faith seeking
to become deeply committed disciples
of Jesus Christ.
We strengthen our faith through
sharing Christ, worship, Bible study, prayer,

service and Christian fellowship.

The deadline for submissions to the March edition
of the Circuit Rider is Wednesday, June 15. E-
mail to newsletter@millplainumc.org. or submit
articles and photos to the church office.
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