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October Events 
 

All Church Family Night Gathering 
Wednesday, October 26, will 

be the third of our monthly All 

Church Wednesday Night Fam-

ily Gatherings. Food will be pro-

vided and begin to be served at 

6 p.m., followed by a program 

on Celebration of All Saints. 

There will be activities for peo-

ple of all ages.  Do join us for 

this wonderful opportunity to 

have worship, fellowship and 

fun.   

Chili Cook-Off 
Saturday, October 29, 11 a.m. 

The 4th Annual Chili Cook-Off 

will include tasting, voting and 

lunch! (p.6) 

 

Save These Dates Too! 
Wednesday/Thursday, October 19-20:  Preschool Parents’ Coffee 

Break (p.3)  

Friday, October 21:   Big Band Music (p.2)   

October 20-23:   Fall Craft Retreat (p.7) 

Friday, October 28:     Haunted Corn Maize Youth Activity (p.7) 

 

Coming in November! 
Saturday, November 5: Second Annual Mill Plain UMC Auction 

Friday, November 18: 29th Annual Mill Plain UMC Variety Show  
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The Cost of Discipleship 
Few of us really know what sacri-

fices others make to be disciples 

of Jesus Christ. I have not been 

threatened with imprisonment be-

cause of my faith. I have not had 

my life threatened because I claim 

Jesus Christ as Lord, yet I also 

believe the gospel calls disciples 

to be ever ready for sacrifices in 

our discipleship. Jesus calls his 

disciples to “take up your cross 

and follow me.” Discipleship is not 

supposed to be easy; there should 

be a cost to it. 

This month we will be following 

the work of Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

using scriptures and passages 

from his work titled The Cost of 

Discipleship. He wrote this work in 

Germany in 1937. While writing, 

he was part of a movement within 

the church struggling against the 

policies of the Nazi government. 

Some in the church had capitu-

lated to the demands of the re-

gime. Bonhoeffer refused and it 

ultimately cost him his life. For him 

the cost of discipleship was to be 

true to the Gospel while powerful 

forces were at work in the society 

and government to persuade peo-

ple to conform.   

We have claimed in our mission 

statement that we are called to be 

“deeply committed disciples of Je-

sus Christ.” To live into this state-

ment each of us must consider the 

cost of that commitment. Some-

times the cost is time. You might 

be called to spend an extra hour in 

service or study. Sometimes the 

cost is sharing our gifts. You might 

be called to teach others a skill 

with the gifts that you already pos-

ses. Sometimes the cost is mak-

ing an unpopular statement. You 

might be called to challenge the 

thoughts of someone who hasn’t 

considered the harm of their be-

havior. 

It is clear that according to the 

Gospel discipleship is not easy. 

Certainly there is a place for our 

faith to bring us comfort, yet we 

are also called to be made uncom-

fortable by the Gospel. I am willing 

to be uncomfortable if it means 

one other person will have a genu-

ine experience of God’s love in 

their life.   

Travel Back in Time with 
the Scholarship Committee!   
Pull out your best threads and come on 

down to the church on Friday evening, 

October 21, at 6:30 p.m. The Mill Plain 

UMC Rev. Ruth Mathis Scholarship Committee is 

proud to present: 

 Beacock Music’s 

New Horizon Jazz Band  

performing   

Big Band Music  

This event for all ages is your opportunity to cut a rug 

while the cat and canary jam away the evening. 

What was that? We said the musicians and female 

vocalist will have the joint jumping! Hot music, re-

freshments, and great friends will make for an unfor-

gettable evening. Your donation will support the 

Scholarship Fund. Invite a date, bring the kids, tell 

the neighbors!  

 Church Family News 

Sympathy and prayers for Eva West and family on 

the death of her husband of 66 years, Paul West, on 

September 10, 2011. 

Congratulations to Thomas and Kristen Feliciano on 

the birth of a son, Robert Thomas Feliciano, on Sep-

tember 1, 2011. Welcome also to Daniel Winters, 

son of Regina Butler and David Winters, on Septem-

ber 22. Sister Kadace, Grandmother Michele Butler 

and Great Grandmother Ethel Doty are also part of 

this intergenerational church family. 

Our prayers for Vivian Smith as she recovers from 

knee replacement surgery; she is at Fort Vancouver 

Rehabilitation Center but hopes to be home soon. 

Continued prayers for Noah Glynn, newborn son of 

Christy and Michael Glynn and grandson of Jim and 

Wanda Scott. Noah has been in the neonatal ICU at 

Legacy Emmanuel Hospital in Portland since his 

birth on September 14. He has shown progress and  

was upgraded from critical to guarded condition. 
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Sunday School 
Sunday School is running strong during the 9:30 

a.m. service! Don’t forget to register—forms are 

available in the narthex, the office or from your 

Sunday School teachers.   

PreK-5th Grade October Lessons 
All of our lessons this month revolve around the 
theme of Godôs Family Grows. 
October 2:  Jacob and Esau. 
October  9:  Jacob cheats his brother. 
October 16:  Jacob’s ladder. 
October  23:  Jacob and Rachel. 
October  30:  Jacob and Esau reunited. 
 
Middle School (6th, 7th, & 8th Grades) 
Middle School’s lesson theme for October is Hope 
Grows.   
October 2:  Joseph’s family unites. 
October 9: In the wilderness. 
October 16:  Joshua-call and Jericho. 
October 23:  Gideon. 
October 30:  Israel demands a King. 
 
High School (9th, 10th. 11th & 12th Grades) 
High School will continue using the LinC (Living in 

Christ) curriculum throughout the year. LinC exam-

ines the latest music, movies, news, and current 

events through a biblical lens. 

Sunday School Mission Information 
Don’t forget to bring offering and pop tabs every 

Sunday to your class. All Sunday School offerings 

will be used for Camp Scholarships for children 

and youth here at Mill Plain. Camp gives children 

and families a time to share faith issues with new 

friends and time to enjoy fun activities away from 

home.  

Fifty-one pounds, 12 ounces of pop/canned food 

tabs have been collected for the Ronald McDonald 

House.  

Over the summer, the Kindergarten-5th Grade Sun-

day School class donated supplies and assembled 

48 bags of grace! Way to go! 

Please Come! 
The Preschool Board invites everyone in our church 

to attend the Parentsô Coffee Break on October 19 

and 20, at 9ð9:30 a.m. and again at 1ð1:30 p.m. 

inside the sanctuary. Please 

feel free to attend any or all 

coffee breaks, as it is a 

wonderful opportunity to 

meet our parents and to 

show off our fine church. 

The Preschool would love 

for you to stop by for coffee, 

tea, orange juice, breads 

and fruit to meet and greet 

the Preschool parents. We need everyone's partici-

pation for a great success.  

Thank you for your help. 

Kona with Jonah 
Beginning Tuesday, October 18, at 9:30 a.m., a 

class will be offered on the prophet Jonah. Using the 

book Kona with Jonah, by Sandra Glahn, we will look 

at this book of the Bible in great 

detail. In this four-week study, we 

will encounter God's love for the 

murderous enemies of Israel. 

How difficult is it for us to pray for 

our enemies? We will discuss 

Jonah, the only negatively por-

trayed prophet in the Bible.  

Part of the Coffee Cup series, 

these books are completely self-

contained, written in workbook format, and include 

the scriptures. This makes it easy to carry it with you 

to study during small windows of opportunity. Books 

will be available in the church office. Please let the 

office know if you would like to have a copy so that 

enough will be ordered. 

Happy are those who find wisdom, and those who get understanding,  
for her income is better than silver, and her revenue better than gold. 

Proverbs  3:13 
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I am very happy to report that the church finances 

are in very good shape at the end of the summer. At 

the end of August all of our bills have been paid in-

cluding our apportionment and we have a 

small cash balance. This is the first year 

in a very long time that we have not 

experienced a cash flow problem 

in August. To date we have 

spent more than we have 

taken in but that was antici-

pated. The good news is that 

the deficit is less than anticipated and we should 

come out with a balanced budget by the end of the 

year. I think each and every one of you should feel 

proud for answering the calling that I truly feel that 

our congregation has here in this community.   

The Finance Committee is working on a 2012 stew-

ardship campaign. We have been studying a book 

entitled Not Your Parentsô Offering Plate. It suggests 

among other things that people are not very inter-

ested in seeing a traditional line item budget, but 

rather would like to see how their money was 

used to support the mission or our calling 

here in this community. We realize that all of 

us give to do some good in the world not to 

pay utility bills. As such we are working to show 

how various budget items, including staff time, is 

distributed among the following three areas:  

¶ Providing meaningful, life-changing worship 

¶ Nurturing persons in their faith journey 

¶ Witnessing to our faith beyond ourselves  

We are excited about this new approach and hope 

you will find it helpful in planning your giving.  

Larry Bone, Finance Committee Chair 

Financial Report 

Halloween 
Fair Trade: Give Kids a Real Treat  From UMCOR 

Many of the chocolate candies that will be given 

away to children this Halloween will come at a great 

price to children in other countries. Many cocoa 

farms that provide chocolate to major manufactur-

ers use forced child labor 

and do not pay farmers a 

fair price for their product. 

You can help by purchas-

ing fairly traded choco-

lates. When you purchase 

these chocolates, you 

know that they were pro-

duced using ethical prac-

tices, and you will be sup-

porting small-scale farmers across the world. These 

farmers earn a fair price for their products; have 

access to affordable credit; can invest in education, 

health care, and sustainable agriculture, enabling 

them to build a better future for their families.   

The Missions Team has purchased some Fair 

Trade chocolate miniatures from UMCOR's partner, 

Equal Exchange. These candies will be available 

for purchase in October in the narthex so that they 

may be given to Trick-or-Treaters this Halloween. If 

you do not expect Trick-or-Treaters but would still 

like to help, you can also give to UMCOR's Sustain-

able Agriculture and Development Program, UM-

COR Advance #982188, which supports small scale 

farmers.  

Want to read more about Fair Trade and Equal Ex-

change? Go online and type in Equal Exchange in 

your search engine.  
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The beginning of the school year 

provides an opportunity for us to 

make a positive difference in a 

child’s life. Both men and women 

are needed to be lunch buddies at 

Hearthwood Elementary School. 

This involves having lunch and 

spending some time visiting, play-

ing a game or reading with a child 

once a week.   

If you are interested in learning 

more about volunteering with this 

program or other volunteer oppor-

tunities at Hearthwood, more infor-

mation will be given at the Mission 

Moment at both services on Sun-

day, October 9. Also, an informa-

tion table will be set up in the Nar-

thex and people who have volun-

teered at Hearthwood will be there 

to answer questions. The required 

background check paperwork will 

also be available. Contact: hearth-

wood@millplainUMC.org 

this school year in the SHARE 

Backpack Program. Last school 

year 900 bags of food were 

packed every week then delivered 

to schools all across 

Clark County. In 

the 2011/2012 

school year SHARE 

is planning to pack 

1200 bags of 

food. This program 

is funded through the Children's 

Hunger Initiative and other 

grants.  

Bags of food are put together 

every Thursday morning at 9:00 

a.m. by volunteers at the 

Share Service Center located 

at 2306 NE Andresen Road in 

Vancouver.   

Each volunteer fills a bag with 

eight food items that have been 

set out for them. It is amazing 

how quickly the bags are filled. 

Volunteer drivers then deliver a 

predetermined number of food 

bags to over 35 schools in Clark 

County.  

Individual school counselors use 

a screening process to select the 

individual families who participate. 

Once the food is delivered to the 

school, the counselor sees 

that it is delivered to one 

child from each individual 

family who has been identi-

fied for the program. During 

the week the children in 

these families receive free 

or reduced breakfast and lunch at 

school. This program does not 

solve the hunger issue, but it does 

help bridge the gap over the 

weekend for those children from 

families most in need. 

Richard Mason, Kitty Stockman, 

Dave and Sherry Sotka, Ken and 

Karen Leffel, Deb Miles and 

Cathy Edwards have all partici-

pated in this awesome  program. 

Please talk to one of them to find 

out more about the program. You 

can also contact SHARE directly 

for more information through the 

SHARE Volunteer Coordinator, 

Volunteers@sharevancouver.org.  

Extra Hands are Neededé 

Back to School at Hearthwood 
Thanksgiving Baskets 
It is time to start planning for the 

Thanksgiving Baskets for Hearth-

wood Elementary School and our 

local community. This year we 

plan to serve twenty families. 

Our economy shows that many 

people are in need of food and 

staples everyday, not just holi-

days. The baskets include pre-

cooked hams along with toilet 

paper, napkins, soap, canned 

and packaged foods. Watch for 

the display in the narthex in late 

October and choose a food or 

staple tag to provide for the bas-

kets. Feel free to donate any 

canned goods.  

Families who receive our baskets 

say they enjoy the variety of food. 

The pre-packaged boxed meals 

are enjoyed by those who have 

limited time or cooking skills to 

prepare meals. Many families are 

working but barely able to make 

ends meet. 

Cash and checks should be 

marked Thanksgiving Food Bas-

kets. Food may be brought to the 

church on Sunday, November 

20. We will pack boxes after 

church and deliver them Mon-

day, November 21. If you can 

help deliver, please e-mail: mis-

sions@millplainumc.org or call 

the church office. We will call all 

of the families and set up a deliv-

ery time and you will be provided 

with a map to the homes.  

With gratitude for your help from 

your Missions Team. 
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Books, Faith and Fellowship 
For our next book, we are traveling back to 1958, to 

Beaufort High School in North Carolina. Walk with 

Landon as he gets to know Jamie, 

daughter of the Baptist minister, who 

shows him the joy and pain of living. 

Nicholas Sparks is an expert at por-

traying human emotions and drawing 

the reader into the story. Pick up a 

copy of A Walk to Remember and 

join us on Thursday, October 20, at 

9:30 a.m., at the church. Contact: book-

club@millplainumc.org.   

Sneak peak: Our November book is Unbroken by 

Laura Hillenbrand. It is a biography of Louis Zam-

perini, a runner in the 1936 Berlin Olympics.  

4th Annual Chili Cook-Off 
Saturday, October 29, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.   
The chili cook-off teams will need to begin heating 

their homemade chili by 10:30 a.m. You can pur-

chase five tastes for only $1; you’ll want to try them 

all! Voting will follow with prizes given for judges’ 

favorites, 1st, 2nd and 3rd place and the people’s 

overall favorite. Sign-up sheets will be posted in the 

church Narthex for chili cooks and judges.  

There is no fee to enter. Chili cooks are encouraged 

to create a name for their team and to promote ver-

bally, advertise with posters, t-shirts, buttons, etc., 

and perhaps barter to gain the public votes! It’s all in 

fun for a friendly competition to find the best chili 

recipe at MPUMC! This is an ideal event for bringing 

your family, friends, neighbors or co-workers! Or 

perhaps even create a chili cook-off team with them!   

Along with the chili tasting, we will offer lunch con-

sisting of a hot dog with all the fixings, a bag of 

chips and a pop for a mere $2. This is not only a fun 

event, but is also a fund raiser for the Pastor’s Dis-

cretionary Fund which helps people in need at our 

church and in the community.   

For more information or to offer your help with 

preparations, please call the church office.  

GROUP DATE/TIME/

ROOM 
PROGRAM CONTACT 

Prayer Shawl Minis-
try 

Wed., Oct. 19, 
10:30, Rm. G/H 

Knitting, Crocheting.  prayershawl@millplainumc.org 

Good Timers (50+)  Wed. Oct 12, 
11:30 

Oceans in Glass, by Linda Troth, Monterey 
Aquarium. Bring Pennies for Peace. 

goodtimers@millplainumc.org 

Pinochle (Potluck) Fri. Oct. 14, 6:15, 
Printzes’ home                            

We teach beginners! Bring donation for Friends 
of Carpenter. 

pinochle@millplainumc.org 

Books, Faith and 
Fellowship (Details 
below) 

Thu., Oct 20, 9:30    A Walk to Remember, by Nicholas Sparks bookclub@millplainumc.org                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

Bunco Thurs., Oct. 20, 
1:00 

Hostess: Marge Akers. Bring a Food Bank do-
nation. 

bunco@millplainumc.org 

    

Fellowship Groups 

Rummage Sale Update 
Many thanks to all who donated their time, treas-

ures, ingenuity and strength to the Fall Rummage 

Sale. We believe that we will have about $3700 to be 

distributed to various missions. In the past they have 

been: Share House, Friends of the Carpenter, Open 

House Ministries, Seafarers Center, WHO, our cove-

nant relationship with missionary Paul Jeffries, Mis-

sion Trips, Scholarships and Camperships. Your Mis-

sion Team will meet next month to decide. Thank 

you. 

mailto:pinochle@millplainumc.org
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Have you ever met a person so 

full of life and energy that they are 

literally bursting at the seams? 

That describes Jeff, who lives life 

large with passion and dedication, 

qualities we are blessed that he 

brings to MPUMC and the youth 

he interacts with.   

Jeff was born in Vancouver, 

Washington, yet grew up in Bea-

verton, Oregon. He comes from a 

family of life-long Methodists and 

Presbyterians, which is an inter-

esting combination as anyone can 

tell you. As a child he attended 

Tigard United Methodist Church in 

Tigard, Oregon, and was very in-

volved in the Church, especially 

the youth program. And so it be-

gan at an early age. While at Ti-

gard United Methodist, he also 

became very involved in the 

camping and retreat ministries as 

a youth and continued his involve-

ment as a young adult by being a 

cabin leader, a camp dean and 

eventually paid summer staff at 

Camp Magruder. It is important to 

note that his love of youth ministry 

and the life lessons learned were 

started at a very young age and 

have continued to grow.  

Before arriving at MPUMC, he 

worked as a youth director at St. 

Paul’s UMC in Milwaukie, Oregon, 

and at Keizer UMC in Keizer, Ore-

gon. Jeff will tell anyone who will 

listen that he has found a true 

home at 

MPUMC and 

loves the work 

with the youth, 

each of whom 

is unique and 

special. He works hard at making 

sure each youth is having positive 

social interactions but, more im-

portantly, that the words and les-

sons from the Bible are woven 

within all they do together.  

After four years on the staff, he 

still rejoices in the many blessings 

of MPUMC in his life every single 

day and sincerely loves his 

Church family. 

  

Highlighting Jeff Prescott, Youth Director  

October Youth Group Schedule 
Youth Group, unless noted, will be Sunday eve-

nings, 4-6 p.m. 

Sunday, October 2 
Youth Service Project: Making Halloween-themed 

cards for congregation members. 

Sunday, October 9 Youth Group 

Sunday, October 16  Youth Group 

Sunday, October 23 Youth Group  

Friday, October 28: 6-10 p.m. 
Haunted Corn Maize! 

Be at the church at 6 p.m. and bring 

$10. Corn Maize starts at 7 p.m. at 

Sauvie Island, Portland. 

Dinner after the Corn Maize at God-

fathers Pizza   

Pick up youth at 10 p.m. 

Adult Chaperones Needed! If you 

are able to drive/chaperone this event, please let Jeff 

Prescott know at youth@millplainumc.org 

Sunday, October 31 No Youth Group 

Womenôs Fall Craft Retreat  
For a wonderful weekend, please join us October 

20ð23 at the Ocean Park Retreat Center on the 

Long Beach Peninsula. The retreat is for women 

aged 18 and above and is intended to provide rest, 

relaxation and renewal…and great meals! Suggested 

activities include beading, scrapbooking, painting, 

knitting, crocheting, playing games, working puzzles, 

reading, napping, visiting, walking on the beach and 

visiting the shops and lighthouses. 

There are four package choices ranging from 

$104.75 for two nights/five meals to $179.25 for 

more nights and/or a private room. Information and 

registration forms are available on the bulletin board 

in the narthex and must be submitted by October 6. 

All the skillful women spun with their 
hands, and brought what they had spun in 
blue and purple and crimson yarns and 
fine linen; all the women whose hearts 
moved them to use their skill spun the 
goatsô hair. 

Exodus 35: 25,26 
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Rally Day 
September 11, 2001 

The weather was perfect… 

     the Praise Band and the Choir sang… 

     the children gathered for their lesson… 

     and the congregation listened and prayed.  

It was a beautiful morning! 
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Return Service  

Requested 

We are a community of faith seeking 

to become deeply committed disciples 

of Jesus Christ.  

We strengthen our faith through 

sharing Christ, worship, Bible study, prayer,  

service and Christian fellowship. 

www.millplainumc.org 

The deadline for submissions to the November 

edition of the Circuit Rider is Saturday, October 

15.  E-mail to newsletter@millplainumc.org. or 

submit articles and photos to the church office. 

MILL PLAIN UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

15804 SE Mill Plain Boulevard 

Vancouver, Washington 98684 

(360) 892-2421 

Preschool (360) 896-2696 

 www.millplainumc.org 

  

CELEBRATE THE RISEN CHRIST! 

 

Worship: 9:30 a.m. & 11 a.m. 

Sunday School; Pre-K—5th Grade: 9:30 a.m. 

Childcare available during both worship times 

Office Hours: 9 a.m.—1 p.m.                                         

Monday through Thursday 

Pastor ............................................ Rev. Bruce Smith 

Lay Minister ................................................ Ev Fisher 

Youth Director ....................................... Jeff Prescott 

Choir Director ....................................... Sarah Brown 

9:30 a.m. Music Director ................... Alisa Williams 

11 a.m. Accompanist ................ Thomas Rheingans 

Preschool Director ......................... Linda DeMorgan  

Child Care Coordinator .................... Diane Cammer 

Child Care Assistant ....................... Ruth Ann Lucke 

Custodian ............................................. Bob Connery 

Our church staffé. 

CC 

 

 

 


