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Rally Sunday ðSeptember 11  
At our Education and Worship Team meeting, we began discussing 

how we can make the start of the Sunday School year really different. 

We talked about ideas for our ñRallyò Sunday, and the idea of worship-

ing outside emerged as something that would definitely be different! So 

on September 11  we will celebrate with our children, youth and adults 

in Sunday School classes by worshiping outside. Worship services will 

begin at their normal times on the north side of the building. 

Fourth Wednesday All Church Gatherings  
On Wednesday, September 28,  we will have our second all church 

Wednesday night gathering. Food will begin to be served at 6 p.m.  to 

be followed by a program on scattering seeds.  There will be some in-

teractive projects for people of all ages. This is a great opportunity to 

have fellowship, worship and fun. 

Save These Dates Too!  

September 22, 23, and 24: Rum-

mage Sale: Donate your forgotten 

treasures or volunteer your time to 

help. (p.7) 

Sunday, October 2: World Com-

munion Sunday (p.7) 

Friday, October 21: Jazz Concert 

(p.5) 

Saturday, November 5: Second 

Annual Mill Plain UMC Auction 

(p.11)  

Friday, November 18: 29th Annual 

Mill Plain UMC Variety Show (p.11) 

September Events  
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Church Family News  

To Our Friends at Mill 
Plain Methodist:  
Sarah Beth and I want to express 

our deepest appreciation for all of 

the prayers, phone calls, cards 

and acts of kindness we have 

received during Jerre's final ill-

ness and passing. A special 

thanks goes to Deb Alexander 

and those who organized and 

helped with the cookies and cof-

fee after his memorial service. 

You have blessed our lives in 

countless ways and we will al-

ways be deeply grateful.                              

                           Sue Blakey 

The school year is beginning. 

Some have already begun. It re-

minds me so much of the excite-

ment I had as a child anticipating 

the start of a new school year. Last 

year could be left behind and new 

possibilities lay ahead. Of course, 

there were also the new clothes 

and the new school supplies. 

Really, is there anything better 

than a brand new box of Crayola 

crayons? 

I canôt wait for the new school year 

this time because I am really ex-

cited about some of our new minis-

tries. We are going to be offering 

new small groups, some engaging 

worship topics and some new op-

portunities for everyone at Mill 

Plain United Methodist Church to 

make a difference in the world. 

One big change you will experi-

ence is our Rally Sunday. 

(Weather permitting) we are plan-

ning to have our worship on Sep-

tember 11  outside. I know! I canôt 

wait for our 

neighbors to 

hear the Praise 

Band and the 

Choir rocking 

and the Sunday 

School children 

at play as we 

gather for wor-

ship on that day! 

Following that special Sunday, our 

worship and small groups will be 

asking the question, Why?  Have 

you sometimes wondered why in-

nocent people suffer, or why it 

seems prayers sometimes go un-

answered or why we canôt always 

see Godôs will for our life? We will 

address these questions in our first 

sermon series of the fall. 

We have some exciting classes 

planned for the fall including a fol-

low up class on the why questions, 

a Bible study on the book of Ro-

mans and Financial Peace Univer-

sity. Of course, we will also have 

our usual programs including our 

fantastic Sunday School and our 

awesome youth program.   

One other new item that began 

this last month and we plan to con-

tinue is our Fourth Wednesday 

Church Family Day. We will pro-

vide food at 6 p.m . and a short 

devotional and program will follow. 

This monthôs program will focus on 

how we scatter our seeds  and 

consider how it is that we share 

our faith. 

See why Iôm so excited? Wow! and 

I havenôt even talked about all the 

good stuff coming in October yet. 

Stay tuned! 

I Canôt Wait! 

Congratulations to Sadie Gregg 

and  Chad Stashek who were 

married on August 20, 2011, on 

Mt. Hood, Oregon. Sadie is the 

daughter of Lee Ann Olson. 

Congratulations to Dolores and 
Art Moore who celebrated their 
65th Anniversary on July 7, 2001, 
with a reception at the church on 
July 9.  

We share the joy of baptism for 

Nick Ramirez and Sally Kanan on 

July 31, 2011. 

Congratu-
lations to 
Lavona 
and Kayo 
Dokken 
who cele-
brated 
their 60th 
anniver-
sary on 
Sept. 1, 
2011, with 
a recep-
tion on 
August 28. 
Also in the 
photo is their daughter, Dana.  
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Adult Bible Study  
The 9:30 a.m.  Adult Bible Study will resume on Sep-

tember 11 . We will continue our DVD study of the 

Old Testament with Dr. Amy-Jill Levine, Professor at 

the Vanderbilt University Divinity School.  

The first Sunday lesson will be Lecture 8 (Moses and 

Exodus, page 36). If you need a book or information, 

contact biblestudy@millplainumc.org. All are wel-

come.  

Sunday School  
Sunday School begins September 11 at the 9:30 

a.m. service for Pre-K through High School. Come 

join in the journey to a better understanding of God 

and what God calls you to do and be. Everyone 

needs to register.  Registration forms are available in 

the narthex, office or with your Sunday School 

teacher.   

PreKð5th Grade September Lessons  

All of our lessons this month revolve around the 

theme of God Calls a People.  

September 11:  First day of classes! Learn about 

each other and class routines.  Rally Day Fun! 

September 18:  Isaac is born. 

September 25:  Isaac and Rebekah. 
 

Middle School -Spiritual (6 th, 7th, & 8 th Grades)  

Middle Schoolôs lesson theme for September is 

Hope Begins.   

September 11:  First day of class!  Introductions and 

class routines.  Rally Day Fun! 

September 18:  Abraham and Sarah 

September 25:  Jacob struggles. 

High School (9 th, 10th, 11th, & 12th Grades)  

This class will begin September 11  and will be using 

the Living in Christ (LinC) curriculum throughout the 

year. LinC examines the latest music, movies, news, 

and current events through a biblical lens. 

Preschool  
Preschool activity is increasing daily with more 

phone inquiries and visitors, and registration is pick-

ing up. There are still a few 

openings for four-year-olds. 

Preschool Director Linda 

DeMorgan has enrolled 

fourteen students since 

June and expects that we 

will reach our goal of 166 by 

the end of September.  

Teachers returned in August to prepare classes for 

the new school year. A reminder to all of our congre-

gation; traffic at the church is especially heavy from 9 

a.m.ð12 Noon and 1ð4 p.m. each day. Please fol-

low the signs and arrows to help relieve congestion 

and keep patience by your side.  

The staff had lunch with Pastor Bruce in August and 

the Round-up of Pre-K and four-year-olds and three-

year-olds prepared them for the beginning of school. 

Back-to-School Night for our Preschool families will 

be on September 27, at 7 p.m. The Board has 

planned a Parents Coffee Break on October 19 and 

20 so parents can get acquainted with the board 

members, church staff and congregation. Come for 

coffee, goodies and a visit with the parents of our 

Preschool students. 

Finally, Trustees have been busy painting the play 

structure with great results. They have also added 

locks to the playground gates to try to eliminate the 

after hours activity. Many thanks for all of their work. 

New Sunday School Mission Information  
We are beginning a new school year with a new mis-

sion project. This yearôs mission will benefit children 

in our own church community. All Sunday School 

offerings will be used for Camp Scholarships. Camp 

gives kids and families a time to share faith issues 

with new friends and time to enjoy fun activities away 

from home.  

We will also continue to collect the pop tabs for the 

Ronald McDonald House. It was a church-wide hit 

last year and we collected over 35 pounds of tabs!  
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When the ground shakes, and a 

poor nationôs economy is de-

stroyed; when the waters rise, 

washing away a communityôs 

hopes and dreams; when a child 

suffers neglect and abuse; when 

violence tears apart nations; 

where is God?  

If God is all powerful, and if each 

one of us is a beloved child of 

God, then how can God allow 

tragedy and suffering to infest his 

creation? 

When we lift 

our prayers to 

God, and no 

answer seems 

to come; when 

we earnestly 

seek to know 

the will of God 

for our lives, yet can't seem to dis-

cern it; when God seems far 

away; where is God? Why is find-

ing and understanding God's will 

so difficult at times? Rejecting 

simplistic answers and unexam-

ined assumptions, Hamilton ad-

dresses how we can comprehend 

Godôs plan for the world and our-

selves. 

This four-week class will be of-

fered on Tuesdays  this fall. Be-

ginning September 13 , you may 

attend either the 9:30 a.m.  class 

or the 7 p.m.  class at the church. 

Books are $10 and may be picked 

up in the church office or you may 

order your own online.  

Monday Morning  

Bible Study  
Beginning on Monday, Septem-

ber 12, at 10 a.m.,  in Room G/H, 

everyone is invited to embark on a 

13-week journey that will 

strengthen your understanding 

and appreciation of the Bible. 

From the acclaimed Bible study 

series Genesis to Revelation we 

will be studying the New Testa-

ment Book of Romans. This study 

is designed to engage the Scrip-

ture on three levels: What does 

the Bible say? What does this 

passage mean? How does this 

Scripture relate to my life?  

Everyone will need his or her own 

study book ($10) which is avail-

able in the church office. There 

are several online vendors if you 

prefer to place a personal order. 

Contact Ev Fisher, Church office, 

or ev@millplainumc.org, or the 

church office.  

Lay Speaker Training 
Opportunity  

A lay speaker is someone who, 

due to their interest in serving the 

Church and their commitment to 

the Scriptures and the doctrine of 

the United Methodist Church, has 

received training to develop the 

necessary skills in witnessing to 

the Christian faith through spoken 

communication, church and com-

munity leadership and care-giving 

ministries. 

The United Methodist Church is 

offering Adult and Youth Lay 

Speaker Classes in the Vancouver 

District at both north and south 

locations. The Adult classes will 

be separate from the Youth 

classes. Previously these classes 

were held in the northern part of 

the District. By holding them in 

both locations, it will be easier and 

less expensive for those wishing 

to attend. For scheduling pur-

poses, it would help if we had 

some idea of how many people 

from each area have an interest in 

attending. Please contact the 

church office if you are interested 

Monday Morning Bible 
Study  
Beginning on Monday, Septem-

ber 12, at 10 a.m.,  in Room G/H, 

everyone is invited to embark on 

a 13-week journey that will 

strengthen your understanding 

and appreciation of the Bible. 

From the acclaimed Bible study 

series Genesis to Revelation we 

will be studying the New Testa-

ment Book of Romans. This 

study is designed to engage the 

Scripture on three levels: What 

does the Bible say? What does 

this passage mean? How does 

this Scripture relate to my life?  

Everyone will need his or her own 

study book ($10) which is avail-

able in the church office. There 

are several online vendors if you 

prefer to place a personal order. 

Contact Ev Fisher, 

ev@millplainumc.org, or the 

church office.  

Sunday School Teacher Volunteers Needed!  
Are you passionate about providing all children a spiritual home? Do you have a little time to spend sharing 

Godôs love: singing, talking, playing and/or creating? We have a ministry that needs you! Join a team of two to 

three leaders working together to help start childrenôs loves on a path of learning and growing in Godôs love. 

We need teachers in all age groups, Kindergarten-2nd grade, 3rd-5th grade, Middle School and High School. 

All volunteers are required to submit a Washington State Criminal History background check. Questions? 

Email SundaySchool@millplainumc.org. 

Why: Making Sense of Godôs Will, by Adam Hamilton  



CHURCH OFFICE | 360-892-2421                                                                  CIRCUIT RIDER | September 2011  

 5 

The church finances at the end of the first seven 

months look pretty good. Thank you and God bless 

you all for your sup-

port. The giving for 

both June and July 

was greater than our 

predictions. We re-

ceived a total yearly 

pledge from one per-

son in June and an-

other in July, which 

helped these totals. But we knew they were coming 

and had reflected that in our working budget. 

Giving for the year is 3% below predicted and the 

preschool has contributed nearly $1000 (3%) more 

than projected, but we have fully paid our apportion-

ment and our spending is still 8% below predicted. 

Through the end of July we have taken in $13,109 

more than we have spent. We hope and pray that 

August, usually the most difficult financial month of 

the year, holds up as well. It is obvious that all of you 

feel we have a real calling here in Vancouver and we 

are indeed about the Lordôs work. Attendance has 

been good this summer and the childrenôs Sunday 

School is going well, just to mention two items that 

have contributed to our success. Letôs keep up the 

good work. Finances are tough right now but we 

really need to stay the course.  

Larry Bone, Finance Chair 

Wouldn't it be great to be pre-

pared for the next economic 

downturn? Wouldn't it be great to 

be able to save money for retire-

ment or kidsô college? Wouldn't it 

be great to be able to give more?  

Financial Peace University (FPU) 

is a 13-week life-changing pro-

gram that empowers and teaches 

you how to make the right money 

decisions to achieve your financial 

goals and God's plan for your life. 

The course includes practical les-

sons on eliminating debt, building 

wealth, giving like never before, 

and much, much more! Sound too 

good to be true, looking for proven 

success? Over 650,000 families 

have completed FPU with amaz-

ing success. On average, they pay 

off $5,300 in debt and save 

$2,700 in just 13 weeks. Thatôs an 

$8,000 change in position in just 

91 days!  

So come find out what these other 

families have learned in FPU as 

we start our fifth session this fall. 

There will be two preview classes 

on Sunday, September 11 and 

18, at 6:30 p.m . Actual classes 

will begin the week of September 

25,at 6:30 p.m. Contact Jeffrey 

Fisch at fpu@millplainumc.org or 

at http://millplainumc.org/fpu.html. 

Financial Report  

Financial Peace University  

 
2 Corinthians 9:6 -7 

Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows 
generously will also reap generously. Each man should give what he has decided in his 

heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.  
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éto brighten a childôs smile at Hearthwood Elemen-

tary School, MPUMCôs community partner. You will 

be volunteering 45 minutes a week having lunch and 

visiting with a child in the Lunch Buddy program that 

has proven to be very successful nationwide by in-

creasing childrenôs attendance and academic suc-

cess. Other church members who have been in-

volved in this program rave about how much joy it 

brings to their lives, as well as helping the children.   

The Lunch Buddy program will begin in a few weeks 

but you can begin by getting your background check 

processed now. The necessary Evergreen School 

District forms are available in the church office and 

they can be dropped off at the Hearthwood School 

office, 801 NE Hearthwood Blvd. after September 1 . 

Hearthwood is a warm and welcoming school with a 

great staff. Begin now by calling the church office or 

contacting hearthwood@millplainumc.org.  

Thank You from Hearthwood  
Hearthwood Elementary School and the Mission Team would like to thank the Pre-

school and each of you for your support of the Backpacks & School Supplies ongoing 

mission. The students and staff truly appreciate having these supplies available when 

school starts and throughout the year. These supplies make a huge difference in many 

studentsô lives. Since this is an ongoing mission, supplies may be dropped off at the 

church anytime during the year. God bless you and many thanks for your generosity. 

                                  The Mission Team  

Looking for a Few Good Men and Womené 

Rev. Ruth Mathis Scholarship Fund  
Fall is an exciting time with many activities picking 

back up after the summer; it is a time of returning 

to routines, and for some a time of reflection. Think 

back to that time when you were leaving high 

school and setting forth on your adult path; whether 

college or work or travel. Think about what the dif-

ference would have been if you knew your church 

family was thinking about you and praying for you. 

You have an opportunity to help those in our 

church family who are furthering their education by 

donating to the Mill Plain UMC Rev. Ruth Mathis 

Scholarship Fund. Please prayerfully consider how 

you can support the fund by donation, service or 

prayer. Contact scholarship@millplainumc.org . 

JAZZ CONCERT IS COMING 

SOON! 

Mark your calendar and 

save the evening of Friday, 

October 21, 2011.  

Beacock Musicôs New Hori-

zons Jazz Band  will perform.  

The Concert is sponsored by the Rev. Ruth Mathis Scholarship Committee. Plan to 

attend to enjoy great jazz and support the Committeeôs efforts to help our students 

as they advance their education.  

2 Timothy 3:14 -15  
But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed, knowing from 

whom you learned it and how from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred writ-
ings, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.  
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Are you reading this online and enjoying the color 

on every page? If you will sign the form found at 

the Kiosk, it will save us paper, postage and time. 

Rummage Sale  
AhhhéSeptemberéthat means the beginning of an-

other school year and the MPUMC fall Rummage 

Sale. Itôs time to look for forgotten treasures that 

you've put in closets, garages and storage buildings. 

These items can be recycled by donating them to the 

Fall Rummage Sale on September 22, 23, and 24 . 

Your donated articles can be brought to the church 

Sunday, September 18 , after the second service, 

through Wednesday, September 21 .  

Your unused items can find a loving new home with 

a family that will use them. Proceeds from the sales 

are the Mission Team's only budget. Our spring sale 

topped $5000, a record. The funds enabled us to 

give more generously to organizations such as Sea-

farers Center, Friends of the Carpenter, Habitat for 

Humanity, Share and Open House Ministries. We 

were also able to contribute funds to this summer's 

mission trip to the UMCOR depot in Salt Lake City.  

Once you've donated your treasures, we also ask for 

your help in setting up, running and taking down the 

sale. Beginning in late August you will see sign-up 

sheets in the Narthex. It takes many hands to create 

a successful sale. Please consider signing up for 

one or more tasks. The Rummage Sale is always a 

lot of fun. Come join us. Call the church office or 

email missions@millplainumc.org.  

This is the fifth of 

the six General 

Conference desig-

nated special offer-

ings. This Sunday calls the church to be the catholic 

(universal) inclusive church. Half of the offering pro-

vides Crusade Scholarships for international and 

U.S. racial and ethnic minority graduate students, 

35% supports Ethnic Scholarships for undergraduate 

students and 15% funds Ethnic In-Service Training 

Program scholarships for racial and ethnic minority 

persons seeking second careers in church-related 

vocations. Please give prayerfully.  

Columbia Pastoral Counseling  

Center Music Afternoon  
The Columbia Pastoral Counseling Center will be 

presenting the Second Annual Afternoon of Award 

Winning Music by local artists on Sunday, October 

2, at 4 p.m.,  at Trinity Lutheran Church, 309 West 

39th Street, Vancouver. Tickets are $15 and the pro-

ceeds will benefit the Counseling Center, a non-profit 

pastoral counseling center offering counseling to all 

people on a discounted fee scale. The Center also 

conducts state certified domestic violence programs. 

The artists featured in the Music Afternoon are 

Grammy Award Winner Doug Smith on the acoustic 

guitar; Judy Koch, a teacher at the Washington State 

School for the Blind and Dougôs wife, on the flute; 

Sandra (Klemm) Baumgarten, a mezzo soprano; and 

Dr. Keith Collins, a jazz bassist. 

October 2, 
2011 

Mill Plain UMC has been invited to participate in a mission event from 9 a.m. to noon, September 17, with 

the Latter Day Saints (Mormon) church. 

You can interact with residents at The Quarry or Fishers Landing. This could be reading to, helping with 

cleaning, attending a singing program or just talking with a resident chosen by the staff. You might bring a re-

cording device to record the residentôs oral history.  

Call the church office as soon as possible if you are interested. 

You Can Make a Difference in Someoneôs Life 
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GROUP DATE/TIME/

ROOM 
PROGRAM CONTACT 

Prayer Shawl Minis-
try 

Wed., Sep. 7, 
10:30, Rm. G/H 

Knitting, Crocheting. See details below. prayer-
shawl@millplainumc.org 

Good Timers (50+)  Wed. Sep. 14, 
11:30 

Meet at church to carpool to picnic at Marine 
Park. Visit to Kaiser Memorial.  

goodtimers@millplainumc.org 

Pinochle  Fri. Sep. 9, 6:15, 
Rm. G/H                           

We teach beginners! Bring donation for 
Friends of Carpenter. 

pinochle@millplainumc.org 

Books, Faith and 
Fellowship (Details 
below) 

Thu., Sep. 15, 
9:30    

Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks, by Rebecca 
Skloot. See details below. 

bookclub@millplainumc.org                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

Bunco Thurs., Sep.15, 
1:00 

 bunco@millplainumc.org 

    

Fellowship Groups  

Circuit Rider Online in Color!  
You have been able to view the Circuit Rider online with color on every page for several months. If you do 
not need a hard copy in the mail, please complete the form you will find at the Kiosk or in the church of-

fice, or contact newsletter@millplainumc.org to have an electronic copy of the form sent to you .  

Our Prayer Shawl Ministry gathers 

together once a month to knit and 

crochet shawls, lap blankets, baby 

caps and blankets, adult caps and 

scarves. We give thanks for this 

ministry because it helps all of us 

to provide for others. As we knit 

the shawls, we pray for those who 

will receive them. When they wrap 

themselves in a prayer shawl, 

they wrap themselves in our 

prayer and care. All who knit, cro-

chet, desire to learn or share in 

fellowship are welcome to join us. 

Yarn and knitting needles are 

available for your use. The 

shawls, lap robes, and baby caps 

are available in the church office 

for you to pick up and share with a 

loved one in need of comfort. We 

meet Wednesday, September 7, 

10:30 a.m ., in G/H.   Contact 

prayershawl@millplainumc.org. 

We recently received the following 

Prayer Shawl Thank You and 

wanted to share it with you since 

such lovely notes provide inspira-

tion and we would very much en-

joy having others join us to spread 

such comfort. 

 ñI want to thank you and 
the ladies of the Prayer 
Shawl Ministry for the 
lovely Prayer Shawl that Ev 
brought me. It is absolutely 
beautiful. It means so much 
to me. It feels so good to 
wrap myself in it and feel 
the Lord there with me and 
also feel the love and 
prayers you ladies have put 
into it. Itôs so comforting.  
Every day I wrap myself in 
it and go over the prayer 
you sent, also. 
 I feel so blessed by what 
youôve done. You have a 
beautiful ministry.  
 Love and thank you with 
all my heart.ò 

Books, Faith and  

 Fellowship   
We kick off this year reading The 

Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks 

by Rebecca Skloot. This is the 

true story of what you might know 

as the HeLa cell. The New York 

Times says it is a provocative 

book about cancer, racism, scien-

tific ethics and pov-

erty. Did science ex-

ploit Henrietta, who 

died of cervical can-

cer in the 1950ôs, 

when it took her cells 

without her knowledge and has 

since used generations of those 

cells in research?  

We hope you will join us Thurs-

day, September 15, at 9:30 a.m. 

Our group meets the third Thurs-

day of each month and is open to 

all. Drop in any month! Contact: 

bookclub@millplainumc.org 

Wrapped in Prayer  

mailto:pinochle@millplainumc.org
http://www.thomasnelson.com/consumer/product_detail.asp?sku=0849946158&title=Heaven_is_for_Real&authors=Todd_Burpo_Sonja_Burpo_Colton_Burpo_and_Lynn_Vincent%20&
http://www.thomasnelson.com/consumer/product_detail.asp?sku=0849946158&title=Heaven_is_for_Real&authors=Todd_Burpo_Sonja_Burpo_Colton_Burpo_and_Lynn_Vincent%20&
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Linda DeMorgan has given our 

Preschool 17 years of service. 

The Preschool has prospered over 

these many years due to Lindaôs 

dedication and hard work.  

In 1993 Linda moved to Vancou-

ver from California, where she 

was a Kindergarten and First 

Grade teacher. Linda was hired as 

a teacher of three-year-olds and 

four-year-olds in June l994. The 

Preschool had forty-five students 

when Linda started. She stepped 

in as Acting Director after her 

predecessor went on maternity 

leave in April 1997 and became 

the Director in June 1997. One of 

her great accomplishments was 

introducing the famous Trike-a-

thon in May of l996, which has 

become the main fundraiser for 

the Preschool and a huge success 

for the kids! This fundraiser has 

paid for the play yard equipment, 

two carpet replacements in the 

church, remodeling of several 

rooms and purchased three stor-

age sheds to name a few addi-

tions benefiting both the Church 

and Preschool. Throughout the 

years Linda has 

made many 

changes with the 

approval of the 

Preschool Board. 

The Board sup-

ported her in in-

troducing a Formal Academic Cur-

riculum which was the first in the 

Vancouver area. Part of the Pre-

school philosophy reads, ñWe en-

deavor to integrate Christianity 

with academics.ò  Enrollment con-

tinued to climb each year with only 

word of mouth and a sign out front 

to a capacity of 166 children 

(limited only due to space). Linda 

has been known to be a softy to 

parents and has added up to 175 

happy kids! Throughout these sev-

enteen years, Linda and the staff 

have ministered to over two thou-

sand children. Linda remembers 

each and every one of them and 

has kept in contact with many. 

Linda wears several hats as Direc-

tor. To name a few, she hires 

teachers and assistants and plans 

how the classes are put together 

for morning and afternoon in each 

age group. She wrote the original 

Parent Handbook which has been 

updated several times, and inter-

views each parent and each child 

who is enrolled to place them cor-

rectly. She puts together music 

and plans the special programs 

throughout the year such as the 

Christmas program, singing for 

Good Timers and the Pre-

kindergarten Graduation program. 

Linda clocks in long hours to ac-

complish all of these duties. We 

are thankful for each and every 

hour! 

Linda and her husband Rick have 

two grown children, Rick Jr. and 

Virginia. Their son, Rick Jr., is ca-

reer military and currently sta-

tioned in New Mexico with his wife 

and son Lucas, 5, and daughter 

Logan, 2. Their daughter, Virginia, 

lives in Arizona with her son Alex-

ander, 17. Linda is a proud grand-

mother to all three of her grand-

children and stays involved in their 

lives. We are lucky and thankful 

for a talented Director who has 

given so much to us and to her 

many students, who still keep in 

touch! 

Highlighting Linda De Morgan, Preschool  Director  

Our Choir Needs YOU!  
Everyone is welcome to join our Chancel Choir! No audition or ability to read music required; just bring your 

joyful voices and be part of our wonderful worship service on Sunday mornings. We look forward to seeing 

all of our returning members again and meeting new people 

who want to be a part of a fantastic choir. We hope to see you 

at our first practice on Wednesday, September 7 , at 7:30 p.m.  

If you are interested or have any questions, please e-mail  

choirmembers@millplainumc.org or call the church office.  
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Spotlight on New Members  
We extend a warm welcome to the new members who joined our fellowship on July 31, 2011. 

Sally Kanan  

Sally has lived in Vancouver for 

eighteen years and came to Mill 

Plain as a re-

sult of visiting 

churches to 

determine a 

good match for 

her interests 

and comfort 

level; she 

stayed as a 

result of the 

friendliness and the fact that on 

her first visit one of the music 

pieces was her favorite This Little 

Light of Mine, which she knew 

was a sign that Mill Plain was 

meant to be her church home. 

Sally has two adult daughters, two 

grandchildren and her cat Sam. 

Her first husband died in the Viet 

Nam War. Sally has been a man-

ager for Saylerôs Old Country 

Kitchen since 1966 (with one short 

break), but plans to retire at the 

end of this year. Sally enjoys gar-

dening, quilting and travelling, 

having taken a trip to the Mediter-

ranean with her sister and has 

plans for a trip to Ireland this fall.  

Sally said some members of Mill 

Plain already know that she 

makes the best chocolate chip 

cookies! She is interested in help-

ing at any events Mill Plain spon-

sors as she has substantial ex-

perience, but she is also inter-

ested in any other areas where 

she can help. 

Mary Ann Broadway  

Mary Ann moved to our area over 

a year ago. She came to Mill Plain 

because she 

saw it driving 

by and it is on 

her bus route; 

she decided to 

become a 

member be-

cause every-

one is so 

friendly and 

she really enjoys the people she 

has met and Bruce and Ev in par-

ticular. 

Mary Ann has an adult son and 

daughter, three grandchildren and 

two great grandchildren. Her hus-

band passed away four years ago 

when she lived in Florida. She and 

her cat Bliss live with her daughter 

and moved here as a result of her 

daughterôs work. Mary Ann was a 

Teacherôs Aide for sixteen years 

and she enjoys walking, studying 

the Bible, reading and needle-

work. 

Mary Ann has already participated 

in the Coffee Group at Tullyôs as 

well as the Lenten Study, and she 

will participate in other groups as 

her cancer (slow-growing tumors) 

permits. One of Mary Annôs prac-

tices that few people know about 

are that she says a prayer for peo-

ple as she encounters them in her 

life every day. 

 

Jan Reuther  

Jan moved here from New York 

about four years ago. Glenda Hart 

served as the catalyst for Janôs 

coming to Mill Plain the first time, 

but she stayed and became a 

member because she loves the 

people, the friendliness, Bruceôs 

sermons, the 

number of ac-

tivities available 

and she wanted 

to make a com-

mitment to a 

church home. 

Jan retired 

seven years 

ago from being 

a high school special education 

teacher; has been a widow for 

nineteen years; and has two sons 

and one grandson, with another 

on the way! Jan also has a dog 

Fritz.  She is a Daughters of the 

American Revolution member, a 

glass fuser and enjoys water exer-
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cise at the Y. She has not decided 

what church activities to partici-

pate in yet. 

Frances Matsuoka  
Frances moved here five years 

ago from Illinois. She came to Mill 

Plain the first time 

because she was 

having lunch with 

her son at Cactus 

Ya Ya and saw 

the sign so 

walked over to 

see it.  Fortui-

tously, Bryan White, pastor at the 

time, was outside and she was 

able to meet him and ask ques-

tions about the church, which re-

sulted in her subsequently attend-

ing services.  

Frances became a member as 

she wanted to feel more at home 

and to participate as part of the 

church family to help where she 

could. 

Francis has two sons, one of 

whom lives with his wife in Camas 

and the other is in Germany. She 

enjoys golf, oil painting and travel-

ling and plans to join the Prayer 

Shawl Ministry. 

Nick Ramirez and  

Chris Arakaki  
Chris and Nick moved here five 

years ago from southern Califor-

nia because they love the Pacific 

Northwest. Chris has two sons 

(Nick being one of them), two 

daughters, six grandchildren and 

one great grandson, a yellow lab 

and two cats. She and Nick came 

to Mill Plain because they saw it 

while driving past. They became 

members because they wanted to 

make the commitment to a church 

home. 

Nick likes 

bowling, 

working 

with 

beads, 

meeting people, helping others, 

travelling (especially cruises!) and 

his job at the sports center. Chris 

is a retired special education 

teacher and she enjoys reading, 

travelling and scrapbooking. She 

is from a military family and has 

lived all over the country as well 

as in Japan and Germany. 

Chris is a Hearthwood tutor and 

she and Nick have worked with 

the WHO effort. They also plan to 

help with the Share Backpack pro-

gram and PLANT. 

Spotlight on New Members, contôd. 

Enjoying a break at the golf 
tournament are Peter Fulwell, 
Larry Bone, Dwayne and Judy 

Anderson  

Put These Dates on 
Your Calendar NOW!  

The Second Annual 
Mill Plain UMC  

Auction will be held 
on Saturday,  

November 5, at 7 p.m.  

Hey Bidder, Bidder!  

Itôs an evening at the olô Mill 

Plain ranch. Come and be a 

part of the round-up of great 

stuff! Bid on all sorts of great 

things.  

The 29th Annual Mill 
Plain UMC Variety 

Show will be held on 
Friday, November 18,  

at 7 p.m.  

The show must go on!  

Music, skits and surprises 

await your participation. 

Come and be entertained 

by your talented Mill Plain 

friends. 
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Mill Plain Mission Trip to UMCOR West Depot, Salt Lake City, Utah  

August 6 ð13, 2011 

At the depot our job was to be the 

quality control inspectors for the 

Health Kits UMCOR receives as 

donations. It is extremely important 

for the kits to be uniform so the 

samples can be shown to customs 

to assure them that all kits are the 

same. 

Two of our youth learned how to 

sew as they helped to make blan-

kets for the UMCOR layette kits. 

Several helped to unpack tubes of 

toothpaste. We were very proud of 

our youth. They did an awesome 

job of working with the adults. 

They pitched in with all jobs and 

offered valuable insight during 

daily devotions. 

We were able to see some of Salt 

Lake City, including the Temple 

Square area where we listened to the Mormon Tab-

ernacle Choir practice. We visited the Heritage Mu-

seum where Brigham Young actually told his follow-

ers, "This is the place we will settle.ò 

It was an amazing week that passed 

very quickly. Eight people who did 

not know each other well built new 

friendships joining together in their 

effort to make a difference to that 

one person in God's multitude in 

need. 

Back to front: Caitlin Lukenovich, 
Brianna Smith, Jonathan Bush,  

Brandon Moreno, Diane Harrington, 
Bruce Smith, Karen Leffel  

(photographer: Ken Leffel)  


