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Friends of the Carpenter 
(FOC) Benefit Concert, 
Saturday, December 7,         
3 p.m. and 7 p.m. (p. 8) 

 

 

Just a Little Christmas, 
Sunday, December 8  
Join us at the 9:30 a.m. service to 

celebrate the birth of Jesus with a 

special program led by Trina Volk. 

For this service the children and youth of our church will be sharing the story 

of Jesusô birth. Light refreshments will be served after the service. Come to 

support the amazing children and youth of our church. 

 

 

Christmas Caroling, Sunday, December 8, 2 ð4 p.m.  
Everyone is invited to bring the Christmas spirit to our retirement Centers 

and those who are homebound. This is a great family experienceðall ages 

and singing abilities are invited! Return to the church for cocoa and cookies. 

 

 

Thomas Rheingans and Friends Benefit Concert,    
Saturday, December 14, 7 p.m.  
Donations to benefit FISH Food Bank of Orchards (p.2) 

 

 

Choir Cantata, Sunday, December 15, 11 a.m.  
The choir will present The Perfect Christmas, a narration by Mark Cabaniss 

with music by Stan Pethel. (p.7) 

 

 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Services, Tuesday, December 24  
  7 p.mééé..Chancel Choir; child care provided 
  9 p.mééé..Plain Truth Praise Band 
11 p.mééé..Music of Thomas Rheingans; Candlelight Communion 

December Events  
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From the Pastorôs Hearté                                                                             

Like many people, I feel conflicted 

when I encounter a homeless 

person holding yet another sign 

advising me that ñanything will 

help.ò Despite my initial rush of 

pity, I have to wonder whether the 

ñanythingò I give will be helping or 

enabling someoneôs problems. 

My priest, Father Michael, 

suggested that I purchase some 

grocery coupons or certificates 

and give them out in lieu of 

money, thus allaying my fear that 

my ñhelpò would be squandered 

on drugs or alcohol. 

I liked this system. With store 

certificates, I could budget how 

much I could afford to give away a 

month in advance, thus easing 

both my conscience and my bank 

account. It gave me a good feeling 

to have something real and 

tangible to hand out whenever a 

traffic light stopped me near a 

homeless person. 

Then one day I handed over one 

of my certificates to a shabbily 

dressed man who took it with a 

grunt of thanks. As I drove away, I 

glanced in my rear-view mirror  

and was horrified to see him rip 

the certificate in two and fling it 

away. 

I drove away seething. How dare 

he spurn my generosity like that? 

If he didnôt want the certificate, 

couldnôt he give it to someone who 

did? 

I thought of the planning I did and 

the money I spent each month to 

be able to have these coupons 

available for people like him. Why 

did I even bother? 

I was still feeling cranky the next 

time I saw Father Michael and 

mentioned the incident to him. He 

looked thoughtful for a moment, 

then asked me, ñWho were you 

giving the gift certificate to?ò 

I was confused. ñHow should I 

know who he was? Just some 

ingrate hoping for cash, I 

suppose.ò 

My priest shook his head. ñNo, I 

mean, were you giving the gift to 

him, or to yourself? You must 

have been pretty attached to that 

certificate. It meant something to 

you, and so you were expecting 

something in return. So it wasnôt a 

real gift, then, was it?ò 

ñWell, is it too much to ask that 

someone at least show a little 

appreciation?ò 

Father Michael shrugged. ñItôs not 

for me to judge the manners of 

someone living in desperation. 

The point is that if you want to 

truly give, donôt clutter up your gift 

with assumptions or expectations. 

Let your gift be an embodiment of 

Christôs unconditional love, not 

some bit of ego flattery.ò My 

priestôs words made me 

uncomfortably aware of the pity I 

felt when I saw the homeless. I 

realized suddenly that mixed in 

with that pity was a bit of disdain 

for the one in need. This sense of 

superiority made my gift matter 

more to me than to the recipient. It 

was like my handouts were really 

put-downs. Maybe that manôs 

spurning my gift was Jesusô gentle 

way of asking me to lower the 

barriers created by my arrogance, 

so that my gifts could become 

unfettered expressions of Godôs 

love. 

Thomas Rheingans and Friends Benefit Concert  
Thomas Rheingans, our incredibly talented 9:30 a.m. service Music Director and our 11 a.m. service 

Accompanist, has invited some of his musical friends to help him host a Benefit Concert at Mill Plain UMC on 

Saturday, December 14, at 7 p.m. The music will be an eclectic assortment 

including Christmas, praise and secular. It promises to be a wonderful night of 

entertainment to celebrate the season of giving. 

Donations of non-perishable food items and financial contributions will 

benefit the Friends in Service to Humanity (FISH) Food Bank of 

Orchards. Refreshments will be served. 

Who Receives the Gifts We Give                         by Rebecca Mitchell, for the Eugene Register-Guard, August 25, 2013 
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Advent UN -Class  
Congregations provide an array of great classes and 

activities during the Advent season. Take advantage 

of all you can, but donôt get caught up in the frenzy 

of the season. Join our Advent UN-Class. Hereôs 

how it works. 

Take an hour (or more, if you want) each week of 

Advent to Be still and know God. Find your best 

place to meet with your Creator. Pray. Read Bible 

passages. Listen to music. Luxuriate in silence. 

Write in your journal. Do all of the above or anything 

else God leads you to do. Or, do nothing but give 

God the gift of your time and attention. Our sanctu-

ary will be open 9 a.m. to noon, Monday through 

Friday, all during Advent for prayer and meditation.   

Advent Class  
As you plan your December schedule, consider 

participating in this yearôs Advent Class.  Advent is  

a busy and sometimes stressful 

time of year, but it also gives us 

an opportunity to slow down, 

recognize that Godôs love has 

found us and that we should live 

in peace. Love is not a 

sentiment, but a way of life that 

emerges from the knowledge 

that in Jesus Christ we 

experience Godôs love. The book 

Godôs Gift of Love is available in the church office 

for a suggested donation of $8. Please read Chapter 

1 before the first class. Following the revised 

common lectionary, each lesson is based on an Old 

Testament, New Testament and Gospel reading. 

The four-week class will be offered at two times:   

¶ Sunday evenings at the home of Melody Mello. 

Class will start Sunday, December 1, at 6:30 p.m. If it 

fits your schedule, come at 6 p.m. for a one pot 

dinner to begin our evening together.  

¶ Monday mornings, beginning December 2,  

at 10 a.m., at the church in Room G/H. 

Questions? Call the church office. 

Sunday School  
Itôs the Christmas season! We are learning about this 

joyous time of year. 

Grow, Proclaim, Serve! 
 

PreK-5
th
 Grade December/January Lessons           

Theme: The Birth of Jesus and The Life of Jesus 

Dec 1:   A Child is Born   

Dec 8:  Christmas Program (No Sunday School) 

Dec 15:  A Message to Joseph   

Dec 22:   Good News!   

Dec 29:   Simeon and Anna  

Jan 5:   The Wise Men   

Jan 12:   Jesus at the Temple   

Jan 19:   Jesusô Baptism 

Jan 26:   Jesus in the Synagogue 

 

Middle School December/January Lessons 
Theme: Christmas Is About andThe Bible Tells Us 
Abouté 
Dec 1: Hope (Isaiah)   

Dec 8: Christmas Program (No Sunday School) 

Dec 15: Faith (Mary and Joseph)  

Dec 22: God Being with Us (Jesus Is Born) 

Dec 29: Worshiping Jesus (Wise Men) 

Jan 5: Baptism (The Baptism of Jesus) 

Jan 12: Calling (Jesus Calls the 12) 

Jan 19: Miraculous Signs (Jesus Calms the Storm) 

Jan 26: How to Treat Others (Sermon on the Plain) 

 

High School 
Class times in December and January will focus on 

lectionary discussions and mission work within our 

church and community. There will not be class on 

December 8 due to the Children and Youth 

Christmas Program during the 9:30 a.m. service.   

Mission Work 
We continue to collect pop tabs that are donated to 

the Ronald McDonald House. 

Our Sunday School offering and the Middle School 

donut money is donated to the WHO Shelter this 

year. The yearly mission is voted on by all of our 

Sunday School classes and the vote was 

unanimous. Keep bringing in that offering! 
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Youth Kid Watch  
Parents, drop the kids off at church and have a night on the town! Get some Christmas shopping done! While 

you're gone, we'll keep the kids busy with all kinds of craziness, including games, crafts, Christmas movies 

and dinner/snacks. Best of all, it will be run by our very own YOUTH in a safe and secure environment. It's 

sure to be a blastðfor both you and your children! Donations accepted but not necessary.  

     Date: Friday, December 13  *  Time: 6ð10 p.m.  *   Where:  MPUMC  *   Who: Children ages 3ð11 

                (must be potty-trained) 

Middle School Youth Group (grades 6-8) meets 

on Sunday, 3ð4:30 p.m., unless otherwise 

noted. 

High School Youth Group (grades 9-12) meets 

on Sunday, 4:45ð6:15 p.m., unless otherwise 

noted. 

Sunday, December 1 

Middle Schoolð-Confirmation Class (p. 5) 

High SchoolðOld Testament 

Friday, December 6, 7:15 p.m.    

Field Trip to Kol Ami Jewish Synagogue. 

All youth, and especially those going through   

Confirmation, will be visiting and taking part in a 

Jewish worship service. We will meet at the 

church at 7:15 p.m. to carpool together. We will 

be back by 10:30 p.m. 

Sunday, December 8, 2 p.m. 

Mission Work 

Both Middle and High School youth will join others 

as we go Christmas caroling in the community. 

Arrive at the church at 2 p.m. to carpool to various 

destinations. 

Friday, December 13, 6ð10 p.m.  

Kid Watch Mission Work 

Youth will be giving parents a night off by taking 

care of their children ages 3-11 at the church.  We 

will play games, do crafts, eat dinner/snacks, and 

watch a Christmas movie! Come ready to have 

some fun with the younger children of our church. 

Sunday, December 15 

Middle SchoolðConfirmation Class 

All Youth Christmas Party 4:45ð6:30 p.m.  

Bring a $5 or less gift for the gift exchange. 

Sunday, December 22 

No Youth Group 

Sunday, December 29 

No Youth Group 

                  Sunday, January 5 

Middle SchoolðConfirmation Class 

High SchoolðOld Testament 

                  Sunday, January 12 

Middle SchoolðOld Testament 

High SchoolðOld Testament 

                  Sunday, January 19 

Middle SchoolðConfirmation Class 

High SchoolðOld Testament 

                  Sunday, January 26 

Middle SchoolðOld Testament 

High SchoolðOld Testament 

Youth Schedule  

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 

peace, good will toward men.     Luke 2:14   

http://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Luke-2-14/
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A New Ministry for Women  
Would you like to be a member of an ongoing Share 

and Support Ministry? The aim of the ministry will be 

to share our views of what scripture means to us 

personally and how it has touched our lives.   

In a setting of complete confidentiality, we will share 

with one another concerns and burdens in Christôs 

love. When we come together, we will stay together 

as a small family in the larger church family. This will 

not be a time of teaching, but a gathering where you 

will be surrounded by love, encouragement and 

hope.   

If you are interested in being a part of this ministry, 

please contact the church office or Bev Young. 

Preschool  
Our children are diligently practicing the songs they 

will sing at our Christmas program for our parents    

in December. Each class will sing two songs, 

accompanied by Vicki on her guitar. Then all of the 

children together, our very own Preschool Choir, will 

sing songs with Vicki. It will be a delightful time for 

everyone involved, with the childrenôs not-quite-so-

perfect voices ringing out in the sanctuary with love 

to their proud parents. 

Each child will return from Christmas break excited to 

share a story about their special holiday celebration. 

We have a variety of ethnic backgrounds, so we all 

learn about different cultures and how holidays are 

celebrated.  

After Christmas break, the children will resume their 

routine of polishing their social and physical skills, 

and will continue to learn their letters and the sounds 

they make. The four-year-olds will be learning how to 

put letters together to blend sounds. 

Bible stories for January will focus on Jesus as a boy 

in the Temple and as a young man traveling among 

the people. Bible stories are always exciting to the 

childrenðthey love to listen to them.  

Also in January, each class will 

celebrate Dadôs Day. The children will 

sing songs to their fathers that they 

will have learned for the occasion. 

They will present their dads with a 

hand crafted gift expressing their love for them. Then 

all will enjoy cookies and punch together. Itôs another 

fun time at the Preschool! 

Thank you for your prayers and support for our  

Preschool and its wonderful ministry. 

Confirmation Classes for Middle 
School Youth (6th ð8th Grades)  

Confirmation classes for the Middle School youth 

have already begun. Classes are held approximate-

ly every other week during our regular youth group 

meeting time until June 8 (Pentecost). Class dates 

are as follows: December 1 and 15; January 5 and 

19; February 2 and 16; March 2, 16 and 30; May 4 

and 18; and June 1 and 8.  

During confirmation class the youth are learning 

more about the meaning of Christian faith and the 

history and teachings of the United Methodist 

Church. On June 8, youth who have participated in 

the classes will have the option to partake in a con-

firmation ceremony, a decision to intentionally com-

mit and publicly reaffirm their baptismal vows before 

the congregation. Classes are lead by Joyce Sluss, 

a Deacon from a Methodist church in Oregon who 

has worked with children and families in Christian 

education. Zack Burdick and/or Amy Meyer are as-

sisting Joyce during the classes. If you have any 

questions, contact youth@millplainumc.org . 

When they saw the 

star, they rejoiced    

exceedingly with 

great joy.  

Matthew 2:10  
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Lay Leader Greetings  

When I first realized that this 

newsletter would be covering both 

the months of December and 

January, I thought how strange it is 

to be considering the end of one 

year and the beginning of the next 

in the same article. Then it occurred 

to me that both months represent a 

beginning. December is the 

beginning of our church liturgical 

year. Thatôs why we have Advent, 

welcoming once again the birth of 

our Savior as a vulnerable, 

precious baby. Of course, January 

is the month we recognize as the 

scientific beginning of a new year. 

That led me to a topic I love to talk 

about and that is goal setting. 

Whether you set your goals from  

 

 

December through November or 

from January through December is 

irrelevant. What matters is the 

process. I like to ask myself if I 

experienced any failures in the 

preceding time period. I usually did! 

If I had no short-comings or 

setbacks or whatever I call them 

instead of failures, I have to ask 

myself if I didnôt set my goals high 

enough in the first place. 

I also have to ask myself to be very 

honest and admit if I didnôt set any 

goals. Sometimes I donôt and I 

know that for most people, 

especially us retired folk, goal 

setting is placed on the back 

burner. I donôt want to live a life of 

routine or just get by, doing what 

 

I must and not reaching 

for accomplishment.                                                                                                          

I like to think of goal 

setting as an opportunity 

to live a richer, more 

complete life experience. How 

about you? Can you set goals that 

maintain your current level of 

passionate spirituality? Can you set 

goals that make you stretch? How 

about setting some that are truly 

transformational, ones that will 

forever change you? Letôs do that in 

the coming year.  

I am looking forward to growing 

with you. I know you will have 

questions. If I can help in any way 

or pray with you, please donôt 

hesitate to call upon me. 

Alexis Mason, Your Lay Leader  

The churchôs finances through the first ten months 

look good. All bills have been paid with the exception 

that we have been paying a reduced apportionment 

of five per cent less than was approved. It appears 

that we will be able to make up the five per cent 

before the end of the year and finish the year in the 

black without any great strain on any of our programs 

or mission work. The committees and teams have 

done a superb job of keeping expenses 

down, and our donors have met or exceeded 

their giving estimates. It is wonderful when 

we all become true generous disciples.   

The Missional Action Plan (MAP) or budget for 2014 

is now taking shape and, as this is being written, 

about half of the Giving Plan Statements (GPS) have 

been returned. Although it is early, things are looking 

good. I think 2014 may be a banner year in the life of 

Mill Plain UMC.  

If you have not turned in a GPS, please do so as it 

really is essential for our planning what we will be 

able to accomplish in the coming year. You may treat 

your GPS as a pledge if you like, as that is 

traditionally what we have 

considered them to be. But if your 

year looks like it might be a bit 

uncertain, please give us the best 

estimate of how you plan to support 

the church in 2014.  

If you later come up a bit short, that is okay; 

or if you find that you can exceed your estimate, 

even better. Many have exceeded their estimates in 

2013. I started the year thinking that being the 

Finance Chair might be difficult, but it has been a real 

pleasure. We are indeed a very fine, loving, 

dedicated congregation. 

Larry Bone, Finance Chair  

Financial Update  
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Update from the Church Health Team                        

Natural Church Development 

(NCD) is an ongoing process that 

aids in the development of the 

church.  

As part of the implementation of 

the process here at Mill Plain 

UMC, the Health Team developed 

the Big Idea of Building a stronger 

connection for God and each 

other through prayers, small 

groups and sharing our stories 

and vision. From our first NCD 

survey taken in 2012, the Health 

Team has been focusing on 

Passionate Spirituality, which 

centers on these four areas: 

¶ Experiencing God through 

integrating our faith into all areas 

of our life 

¶ Passion for our Churchð

opening ourselves to the power of 

God at work in our church 

¶ Passion for Devotionsð

participating in church activities, 

using prayer as a tool for daily 

living and for our relationships and 

participating in Bible study 

¶ Spiritual interconnectednessð

sharing our faith with others in our 

church and in our community, of 

talking about the way God impacts 

our lives. 

Over the past months, we have 

observed that people are more 

open to talking about their faith. 

Some are realizing just how 

passionate they are about their 

spirituality, but that there are many 

ways to express it; for some, it is  

a quiet sharing with a friend of a 

difference God has made in their 

lives; for others it is feeling more 

comfortable sharing in a group. 

Our teams and committees are 

making devotions and prayer a 

more integral part of our meetings. 

More individuals are stepping 

forward with ideas for small 

groups to help support the 

challenges we all face in daily life.   

On November 10, thirty individuals 

from our church family took the 

survey for the second time. When 

the results of that survey come in, 

the Health 

Team will 

set dates in 

February 

2014 for 

church-wide 

focus group 

meetings to discuss the findings. 

Watch for more details on dates 

and places in January Church 

Chats.   

The Health Team will continue to 

support and encourage the 

congregation as a whole as well 

as individuals in the area of 

Passionate Spirituality. If you have 

questions, please contact any of 

the members of the Health Team.  

Alexis Mason 

Amy Meyer  

Pastor Carl Martin 

Dean Reynolds  

Douglas Evans 

Ev Fisher 

Jim Scott 

Kitty Stockman 

Melody Mello  

The Perfect Christmas  

 

Cantata season is here! The choir is rehearsing our Christmas cantata Wednesday nights at 7 p.m. and 

Sunday mornings at 9:30 a.m. The cantata performance of The Perfect Christmas, a narration by Mark 

Cabaniss with music by Stan Pethel, will be at the 11 a.m. service on December 15,    

so bring family and friends. The choir will also be performing a collection of carols and 

Christmas songs at the 7 p.m. Christmas Eve service. 

As always, the choir wholeheartedly welcomes new members. If you love to sing and love 

singing the Lordôs praise, come to one of our Wednesday night rehearsals.                     

All Wednesday rehearsals are open to those who might be interested in joining the choir, 

or simply those who want to come to listen. God bless you all and enjoy this wonderful 

season, full of joy and music!                        Anne Maguire, Choir Director  


