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February Events  

Tuesday, February 9, 6 p.m.  

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper   (See pg. 4) 

 

Wednesday, February 
10, 6:30 p.m.  

Ash Wednesday  
A solemn service including the 

imposition of the ashes as we 

enter into the season of Lent. 

 

Sunday, February 7  
Souper Bowl of Caring (See 

pg. 4) 

 

Saturday, February 13, 
7 p.m., Encore Concert  
(See pg. 5)  

 

 

 

March Events  

March 17, 18, 19: Rummage Sale. (See pg. 7) 
 

March 20: Palm Sunday Service, 11 a.m.,  Easter Music 
Program  
Parade of Palms at both services 

 

Thursday, March 24, 7 p.m.: Maundy Thursday Service 
 

Saturday, March  26: Easter Egg Hunt  
 

Sunday, March 27, Easter  
Services at 7 (courtyard) , 9:30 and 11 a.m.,  

Brunch between services. 
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             From the Pastorôs Heart 

 You are all familiar with the beautiful poem in Ecclesiastes Chapter 3. Ascribed to Solomon in his old 

age, it affirms the goodness and inevitability of the passage of time in the humanôs life.  

For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven:  
2 a time to be born, and a time to die;  
a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted;  
3 a time to kill, and a time to heal;  
a time to break down, and a time to build up;  
4 a time to weep, and a time to laugh;  
a time to mourn, and a time to dance;  
5 a time to throw away stones, and a time to gather stones together;  
a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing;  
6 a time to seek, and a time to lose; 
a time to keep, and a time to throw away;  
7 a time to tear, and a time to sew;  
a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; 
8 a time to love, and a time to hate;  
a time for war, and a time for peace.            Ecclesiastes 3:1 -8 (NRSV)  

 
 We pastors often read this passage at funerals for obvious reasons, but it is a song about all of life, not 

merely death. Solomonôs attitude seems to be, ñTime marches on.  What are ya goinô to do?ò If you are as 

wise as Solomon, you are going to accept it because there is nothing you are going to do about it anyway.  

Here is the boundary of the creature. Only the Creator lives beyond these realities.   

 Most of you are by now also aware that I have announced my retirement and have asked our bishop not 

to reappoint me to a church in July. I feel confident this is Godôs will for me after 46+ years in the pulpit. I feel 

good about my decision. It is being confirmed by the well wishes and understanding encouragement of all of 

you. (But, gee, couldnôt some of you act a little sadder about it? Just kidding!)   

 Everyone is asking, ñWhat are you going to do?ò  I donôt know.  Iôve come to believe that life is better   

discovered than designed. I entered the active tract toward ordination at age 20 with the prayer, ñIf you want 

me, Iôm yours.ò  It seems God did, and I was in my first parish within a month. Now Iôm in a similar spiritual 

place with this same prayer. Like all of the baptized, I will continue to serve God and the Church in some way. 

I am excited about the discovery process of being open to the Holy Spirit in a new way.   

Rest assured, you will not be orphaned. A new spiritual father or mother will be appointed to Mill Plain UMC.  

Prayer and discernment is already underway to this end. These opportunities reveal the strengths of our Unit-

ed Methodist appointment system. We are not in this alone. Together we will go ñfrom strength to strengthò 

into the future that will always have changing times and seasons ñfor every purpose under heaven.ò     

See you in Church, MPUMC. 

Pastor Carl  

What it Means to be a United Methodist  

This online course begins on Wednesday, February 3. 

See www.umctraining.org for more information. 
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From the Education Team...  

We have had some changes in our Team for 2016.  

Melody Mello has stepped down after many years of 

leading the team, and Wanda Scott has accepted the 

role of Team Captain. We also said goodbye to two 

long-time members, Cindy Bivins and Connie Basinski. 

Thanks to all of you for your years of service. 

We welcome Tim Tilsher as a new member. 

We are eagerly looking forward to the annual Easter 

Egg Hunt which will be at the end of March.  

The curriculum for our annual summer Vacation Bible 

School has been purchased. Due to conflicts with youth 

activities, VBS will be held the week of July 11. 

                                               Wanda Scott  

   Education Team Leader  

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper  

The Chancel Choir and Youth Group will  host a 

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper, Tuesday,  

February 9, at 6 p.m., 

the evening before the 

beginning of Lent on 

Ash Wednesday. The 

season of Lent is a   

period of contemplation 

comparable to the time 

Jesus spent in the wil-

derness. For many, 

Lent is a time for fasting 

or giving up foods     

traditionally forbidden 

during these 40 days. 

Pancakes are the perfect food for using up the 

supplies often given up at this time. Bring your 

family and friends to enjoy a hearty feast. The 

meal is FREE, although donations are accepted. 

All donations will go toward the upcoming youth 

summer mission trip. 

Sunday School  

Greetings to one and all, 

I hope everyone is staying warm and dry. Winter 

is coming to an end and our Lenten season is 

right around the corner, so we will be learning of 

Jesus' ascent to the heavens. 

Blessings to all  

Deborah Miles   

Following are the topics for    

February 2016, from the Deep 

Blue curriculum: 

Unit 3: Jesus Calls Helpers 

February 7  Jesus Calls the Fishermen 

February 14 Jesus Calls Levi 

February 21 Go Two by Two 

February 28 Women Follow Jesus 

All the Places to Goé  

...How Will You Know?  

Are you ready for an adventure? Rarely in the  Bible 

does God command someone to ñstay.ò Instead, he 

opens a door and invites us to walk 

through itðinto the unknown. 

Whether we stay or go will ultimately 

determine the kind of life weôll live 

and the kind of person we will       

become. 

In this six-week DVD study, based 

on a book by the same name, bestselling author 

John Ortberg opens our eyes to the countless doors 

God places before us every day; teaches us how to 

recognize them; and encourages us to step out in 

faith and embrace all of the extraordinary opportuni-

ties that await. 

There will be two opportunities to attend this class. 

Pastor Carl will lead a group Sunday nights at 5 p.m. 

beginning February 14. Ev Fisher will have a 

class on Mondays at 10 a.m. Classes are in room   

G/H. Participant Guides are available in the church 

office with a suggested donation of $9.  
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ñSouperò Bowl Sunday, February 7  

Help MPUMC Youth Tackle Hunger  
ñLord, as we enjoy the 

Super Bowl football 

game, help us be 

mindful of those who 

are without a bowl of 

soup to eat.ò This  

simple prayer is     

inspiring a youth-led 

movement to help hungry and hurting people around 

the world. 

On Sunday, February 7, 160 million Americans will 

tune in to the Super Bowl football game. There will be 

parties with abundant food, friendship and fellowship. 

At the same time, there will be people worrying about 

staying warm, finding shelter and a warm meal.  

Please join our youth, along with young people 

around the country, as they demonstrate Godôs love 

by loving their neighbors through the Souper Bowl of 

Caring. Itôs a simple, yet significant act of caring for 

others. Drop $1 (or more) in the soup pot or donate 

canned goods as you leave worship on February 7. 

Our young people are developing hearts for giving 

that can last a lifetime.  Please support their efforts. 

100% of the donations will be given to a local food 

bank. 

Our Youth In Service  
Upcoming Youth Events:  

Saturday, March 26. Easter Egg HuntðYouth help 

needed. 

May 10-20 General Conference, Portland, Oregon .  

We will sign up as a group to volunteer at this event, 

hopefully on a Wednesday evening during regular 

Youth Group time.  More details to come. 

Date TBD  Second Annual Spring Bazaar (major 

youth fundraiser) in May or early June. More details to 

come and parent help is needed. 

 

February Youth Group  Schedule  

Youth Group is open to anyone in 

6th gradeðHigh School. Friends 

are always welcome! Weekly 

meeting times unless otherwise 

noted: 

Middle Schoolð-Wednesdays 5:30-7 p.m. 

High SchoolðWednesdays 7:30-9 p.m. 

Youth Schedule :  

Wednesdays, February 3, 17 & 24.  

NOTE: NO MEETING ON THE FEB 10 

Friday, February 5, 6-10 p.m.  

Mission Work at the WHO Shelter  

All Youth meet at the Who Shelter at 5:45 p.m. and 

need to be picked up at 10 p.m.  The WHO Shelter 

is at St. Andrews Lutheran Church, 5607 NE Gher 

Road, Vancouver. Please let us know if you are 

planning to attend so that we can check everyone 

in at the shelter entrance. This work involves      

setting up sleeping arrangements, playing with kids 

in the gym or doing crafts and prepping/cleaning up 

snacks for guests.  

Sunday, February 7, 9:30 & 11 a.m. 

Souper Bowl Mission Work During Church 

Plan to be at church during both the 9:30 a.m. and 

11 a.m. services to collect canned food and 

money donations for our local food bank. We will 

wear chefôs hats and apronséit will be AWESOME 

and ñsouperò helpful to our community! 

Tuesday, February 9 

Mission Work: Pancake Supper.  

The Youth are teaming up with the choir this year 

to host the Pancake Supper. Arrive at 4:40 p.m. to 

help set up and cook for the event. Dinner will be 

served by us at 6 p.m. and we will also need to 

help clean up afterwards. We should be finished by 

7:30 p.m. (Please note that there will be no reg-

ular Youth Group meeting on Wednesday,        

February 10.) 


